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Apyupd vopugpa Aapuoas,
g5 o, TR

Silver comn of Larissa,

4* cent. B.C.

SOV TOU VEPOU KO OL SUEPYETIKEG AN KO KOTOOTPETTIKEG TOU

1510 TNTEG KeBopLoaw Tnv eThoyr] Twv ¥wpwv Suaflwang Kon povipng
EYKUTHOTOONS TOV avBpLITOU Kol TOV EMNPEaoay TOO0 WOTE VOl TIAGGEL ME
TN POVTATIX TOV BEOTNTES, OTIC OMoieg amédwaos SuVATOTNTES TETOLEG TIOU
QpevOC AaTpELovTAag TG Ba Tou efaopdiilay TNV EMAPKEI O VEPD Kal
cupeTEpou Ba TOV MPOCTATELAV ONO KATOOTPENTIKEG MANUMUPpES. AlmAc
gf MOTaa Ko Tinyéc mouw BeomouBnkav, SnuovpynBnkav oL TpwToL
OLKIOpOL el apyoTEpQ, oL TOAELS. O XapunAdg Ad@og ot onpepivi Béon
P povplo, o aykeiddsl o Nnveldg moTapo, To apbovo vepd amd autdy
Kol TIC AlpveC-€An ota BopeloavaToAlkd Tng moAng - 1o Awtiov nedlov -,
ATMOTEASTAV KOBOPLOTIKOUE TIRPAYOVTES VIO TNV EYKXTACTOTN TTOV XWPo
KO TNV QVAITTUEnN TS apxaiog moAng.

IOppuwva pe tn puboioyic, n NOpen Adploa XapLoe 70 OVOUA TS oTny
TLOAN, cupov yAlotpnos, énsos atov Mnveld kol £xoce tn {wn Tne. H popen
NE ansikovileTol oTov eunMpocBoTuTO TWV VOULoUATWY TNC Adploac,
gV gTov omoBoTuno anskoviletal To Se0tEpo, ayannuévo, Biua Twv
Aaproaiwy, To GAoyo site va Kodnadel site va fookel (sik.1). To ToTwvOpLo
Adplod - TO OTIOI0 aMaVTE Kol O GAAEC TIEPLOXEC TOU apyaiou KOOHOU -
EXEL TIEAQOYLKT] KOTCYWYI) KL SNAOVEL YEVIKE, TOTIO (PUOLKE OXUPO.

H kaipwa yewypagikn BEon tng AXpLOUS OTO KEVTPO TNG GAVATOALKNG
BeooohkNE MESIGSOC CUVETEAE0E OTN SIQUOPPWON TNE WE CUYKOIWVLWIVIKOD
KOUPBOV, IPOTPEPOVTOE OAEC TIC TIPOUTIOBECELC VIO OKOVORLKN CvamTuEn,
Baowopivn oTn YEWRYLY, OTNV KINVOTROQLX KAl OTO EUMOpLo. H ouvexnc
KOTOIKNGN TNG BEONC TNG apXaioG TTOANG HEXPL CIMEP EXEL ETMUPEPEL PEYSAES
KOTOOTPOWEC OTC MVNMEI TIOU HOG VOl YWWWOTE oMo TIG YPOTITEG TINYEG.
Ol CWOTIKES OPWE CIVOIOKOPES OTNY TIOAN KOTH Th SIUPKELD EKTEAECNC
WBLTikWY Epywv, Bilaltepa amtéd to 1973 ko en¢ (£tog iSpuong Trg TOTKAG
Eopsicg ApXOUOTATWY), £X0UV CTTOKCADPEL CPKETA OTOLXEIR OO TNV ap)aia
TIoAE0SOMIa, Tor oTola, WaTdoOo, Yo SLdupopoug Adyoug, Hev OTABNKE EPIKTO
va SiatnpnBoiv opartd. O ywuos o epmhouti{ovTol emionc anod Ta KivnTa
EURTPOTA TWY CVAOKAELOV CUTWY, KaBWG KoL ammd Tn MEALTN TWwv SIapopuv
ETUYPRCUPLOV, TIOU HOG KAVEL YWWOTA TIOAAG OTOLYEL YL TNV apaia TOMOYpapic,
TNV TPOCWIOYpCpia Twv Acploaiwy, TIC AaTpeieg, Tnv Kowwwvikn {wn, Toug
COANTIKOUE CryWVES, VIO TIOALTIKG! KOl LOTOPIKS YEYOVOTCL.



he power of water consists of two contradictory sides; a beneficial and

a destructive one, which determined people’s choice considering both
their contemporary and permanent settlements, exerting at the same time,
influence on his imagination as to create deities to whom he attributed
capacities that, activated by worship, secured sufficiency of water supply
and protection from damaging floods. It was near divinely personified rivers
and springs that the first settlements and, later on, cities were constructed.
The embraced by the Peneius river mound, at the modern site of Phrourion, and
abundance of water from the river as well as from lakes-stagnant ponds lying
northeast of the city -in the Dotion field-, were major factors determining
installation in this area and subsequent development of the ancient city.

According to Greek mythology, the city was named after the Nymph Larissa
who fell in the Peneius river and was drowned. Her figure is depicted on the
observe of Larissa coins, while the reverse shows the second most popular
theme, a galloping or grazing horse (fig. 1). The place name Larissa, which
also occurs in other regions of the ancient world, has a pelasgic origin and
indicates a naturally fortified site.

The crucial geographical location of Larissa, in the centre of the east Thessalian
plain, promoted its development into a major junction point for transport and
communication, providing advantageous conditions for economic growth,
based on farming, cattle-breeding and trade. Continuous habitation of
the ancient acropolis site has caused significant structural damage to the
monuments known to us from written sources. However, rescue excavations
in the city, in the course of private sector construction works, especially
from 1973 onwards (foundation year of the local Ephorate of Antiquities),
have unearthed quite a few stretches of the ancient urban planning, which,
for various reasons, could not be preserved visible. Our knowledge is also
enriched by the portable excavation finds, as well as the study of various
inscriptions, through which we gain access to a great deal of information
about the ancient topography, prosopography of the citizens of Larissa,
cults, social life, athletic games, political and historic events.
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And toug £5L mpoioTopikolg OWKIOPOUE Tou evTomidovTon oTa Opwl TNG
GNUEPWIC TIOGANC, © Adpoc Ppoliplo -n apyoic arpOTOAN- KOTOLKETL
guvexwg and v Mpwipn enox Tou Xohkob (apxés tng 3% xhetiog X))
HEXPL ONUEPE. AVTITROTWTEVTIKG cAAG AMyooTd £lvon Tor EUPHMOTA TG
Méane (€. 2) ko TnE Yotepng emoxnc Tou Xohkob - puknvaikng emoync
(£1K. 3, 4), koBwg ko TG emoyric Tov Lidnpou (K. 5).

H moltikn opydvwon tng Gsooohiog oxeTioTNKE GUETH omd TOUG apyaious
OUYYPOIPELC PE TNV TUXN TWV CPICTOKPOTIKWY OlKWwY TNG TEPOYAC, ToU
KQTEDYOV HEYGAEC EKTAOEIC YNC Kol Koddiar cayorpofdtwy, Pooaiduwv Kot
cAdywv. O OIKOL TWVY EUYEVIV YOLOKTNHOVWY £ixav moArtkr] Slvapn ko
ouubéovtav petofl Toug pe ouyyevikog Seapoie. Ot Beooohol opyovubnkoy
gt TEOCEQA QUAETIKG KpdTn, TOU ovoudoTnKoY TETPGBEG 1) polpeg TNV
MedaoywTide, v Eotwowwtda, tn Qsoocohwtidbo ko n PBwTHa.
Korrdr Tv opxoikn emoxn (téhog tou 7% au m.X) SLOUOPQUIVETIL N LWOXUeN
TpwIsvovan e Nedaoywtidag n Adplog, Tovw 0TV GKPOTIoAN KaBwWE
KOIL OTIC OVOTOALKEC KOl VOTIEC UTTWPELEC TNG. Kamd tnv idua xpovikn tepiodo
TOL TEQOEQPX QUTA KPETN CUPMEXNOQV. ZE KUPO MOAEHOU EViVON TOUC
OTPUTOUC TOUC KoL EEEAEYOV EVOV OO TOUG NYEROVES TOUE WE CVTOTO
OTROTWTIKG NYETN, TOV AEYOMEVO «TayO». (¢ TPWTOG TAYOC CVOPEPETON O
Ahsticic o Muppde, WSpuTnE ToL olkov Twv Aksuadmv TG AAPLOCE NYEUOVOG
e NedaoyuwTidag. Itov iSo amodifeton n OTPATIWTIKG OpydvVWoN NG
guppoiog kaBs tetpdSa frav Swupspdvn koTd KANpoug o KoBevog omo
TOUE OTIOLOUE E0XE TNV UMOXPEWON VA EVIoXUOEL TO Kowdv Twy Osagaiww
e 40 wmneic kon 80 medtaotéc. AfoonpeiwTo elvon To yeyovog oTL HEV
CVOPEPETON CUVEGPOPG O OTALTEG, i0WE AdYW TNG OKOVOMIKAG SUVOTOTNTOS
TWV BETOOAMUY VO EKTREPOUV HEYCAD aplBpd CAOYWY KOl VO KIVI TOTIOLOUY
noAudpBpoug mmeis. H onpaoic Tou mmikov yio T @sogoia sival pavig
OO TNV GIEKOVION TWY CAGYWW OTNV TEXVI.

£uwe.-fig. 2
Kidukss Trg Meane emoyng tou Xahkoh
Kylikes of the Middle Bronze Age



Out of the six prehistoric settlements located within the boundaries of the modern
city, the Phrourion mound -the ancient acropolis- has been continuously
inhabited from the Early Bronze Age (beginning of the 3" millennium B.C)
to our days. Representative but few in number are finds of the Middle (fig. 2)
and Late Bronze Age - the Mycenaean era (figs 3, 4), as well as those of the
Iron Age (fig. 5).

The political organization of Thessaly is directly associated by ancient writers ciist e lai T
with the destiny of the aristocratic families of the region, who owned large AlCl lacly
estates and flocks of sheep and goats, cattle and horses, The houses of the
noble estate-owners had political power and were linked by ties of kinship.
The Thessalians were organized into four tribal states called tetrades or moirai:
Pelasgiotis, Hestiaiotis, Thessaliotis and Phthiotis. It was in the Archaic period k. -fig. 3
(end of the 7" cent. B.C) that the strong capital of Pelasgiotis, Larissa, was PAdBaoTRC OB VOikiS ENOXKG
established, situated on the acropolis and expanding down its east and south maslagte Mytendean pariod
slopes. In the same period, these four states formed a confederation. In war
times, they were joining forces, electing one of their rulers as tagos, that is, as
supreme military official. Recorded in the evidence as the first tagos is Aleuas
the Red, founder of the House of Aleuadai of Larissa, ruler of Pelasqgiotis.
The same person, as it is alleged, undertook the military organization of the
confederation: each tetras was sub-divided into land allotments, each one of
which had the obligation to contribute to the Thessalian League (Koinon) 40
horsemen and 80 soldiers peltastai. Worth noting is

that there is no reference to infantry contribution
(hoplitai) possibly because the Thessalians
could easily afford to raise a large number

of horses and command a large force of % 1?,,»' 0 >
horsemen. The importance of cavalry for "f. ,,:'f:*’ ,f? /ﬂ’_{b
Thessaly is evident through the depiction N ke
of horses in the art. g
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£ik.-fig. 4.

MEappopiokol puKnvaikng smoxns
Firiform jars of the Mycenaean period



ITrv apxaikn ko kKhaowkn emoxn (Téhog Tou 6% - péoa Tou 4% Al TL.X.)
XPOVOROYOUVTCL THAKGTO OOV KOl 0OWY TIOU EVTOTHOTNKAY OF OIKOTIESD
OTO KEVTPO NS ONUEPIVAS TIOANG (gwk. 6.3, BAéne osd 48). KaBwe n korrelBuvon
Twv 08w Sev dihade Sioypovikg, éxel TtapatnenBel n UTapPEn OKOUN Ko
ETUTEG ETEAANAWY 0S00TRWHATWY KOTOGKEUROMEVLIV amtd XOAIKIC, KPOKAAES
KO KOUPLETION KEPOUSLLIV, TIOU XPOVOAOYOUVTHL Gmtd TOV 5° oL TLX. £Wwg TNV
TIPWILUN PWHCHKA EToYXN. ATIO TG GPXCIOTEPA OIKAUKTE TIOU OVUICKAPNKOVY,
TipoépyeTon pict otTkr £puBpoUopPn KUAKE, Tiou oarodidetan oTov Zwypapo
tou Eugpyidn (520-510 T.X). ZT0 £OWTEPIKS TOU yyeiou UMGpXEL TapdaTaon
yupvoD aBANTA 1} OTAITN TIOU ETOWHALETOL VO (POPECEL TNV HPLOTEPT KVNISY,
gV ExeL 18N wopéoet Tn Skt Miow Tov BPITKETON AKOULTIONEVN 1 COTUSN TOL.
KUKMKG, YOpLw omd TNy TapaoToon, UEp) el n ypamtr enwypoipry HINMAPXOZ
[KAJAOE (gik. 7). Itnv iBla avookopr Bpébnkav apyupd kot XaAkwa
vopiopora Adploo, Alywvag kot Guhinmou B’ tng Makedoviog (5%- 4% ot 1.X.).
Kortdt T opxedkn emoxn oTn AGplog uTtipxoy £pyoeTnpue YAUTITIKAG, TIou
KOTOOKEV OOV Ta YEPOKTNPLOTIKE VLot TNy ENoxn aydpora Kovpwy (k. 8).

0 | LS4

£uk.-fig. 5
Ayyela g Npwipng smox i tou Dbhpou
Early Iron Age vases




To the Archaic and Classical period (end of the 6" — middle of the 4® cent. B.C)
are dated parts of houses and streets unearthed in a plot located in the centre
of the modern city (fig. 6.3, see page 48 ). As the direction streets run did not
changed through time, up to seven successive street pavements have been
observed, made from pebkbles, river gravel and fragments of tiles, dated from
the 5% cent. B.C. to the early Roman period. Deriving from the earlier house
deposits of the excavation is an Attic red-figure stemmed cup (kylix), attributed
to the Euergides Painter (520-510 B.C.). Inside, the vase displays a scene of a
nude athlete or hoplite getting ready to put on his left greave, having already
worn the right one, his round shield placed in the background behind him.
A painted inscription, encircling the representation, reads as follows: HINMNAPXOEZ
[KAJAOZ (Hipparchos beautiful youth) (fig. 7). In the same excavation were also
found silver and bronze coins of Larissa, Aigina and Philip II of Macedonia
(5™ - 4" cent. B.C.). In the Archaic times, Larissa was the home of sculpture
workshops producing the characteristic of the period statues of nude male
youths (kouroi) (fig. 8).

suk.-fig. 7
ATTIKN £puBpOIOPEN KOALK,
520-510 m.X.

Attic red-figure kylix.

520-510 B.C.



guec.-fig. B.
Kepothn koUpou
ERYOiKIG ETION NS

Kouros” head
of the Archaic period

ek, -fig. 9

ATTIKGE EpUBPOUORYPOG KOAUKWTOL KDOTHAEGG,
440-435 m.X.

Attic red-figure calyx-krater.
440-435 B.C.

Te dhho onuelo g mokng Ppibnke Tuyoia éva Sedtepo peEydAo £pyo NG
aTTIKAC ayyeloypapios, fvag epuBpdpuoppog KEAUKWTOS KPaTHpag, oy
antobibetol otov Zwypdupo Touv Movdyou 2335 ko ¥ povoAoyeitan yipw ot
440-435 T.X. To oyvelo gpepa napdotaon os 0o {WVeg, OTOU CVOMTUOTOVTOL
OKIVES cuANTIKAE, cVAWSIOE, oM TOS poLIOE KoL EVOS YULVIKOD CylVIgUETOS
nteiSwy, mov oxeTifovton pe T peyddn abnvaikn ywopt Twv MovaBnuaiwy
(e1k. 9). MBowdToTo ¢ Kpomfpoe, fTev adIK TapoyyEAn kémoww Adplociou
OF CVAILVITN TNC CURPETOXNEC KAL TNE VKNG TOU GE KOTIOLO oo TX EIKOVILOHEVX
coywoviopore. [Saitepo evdagépov napouctddgl n aveypopn Twv OVORETWY
Twv skovi{opevwy poppwv. Ity idla emoy xpovoioyeiton pia emtip B
aTrHAN Tiow elovidel e kopn Tou kportd addBooTpo (gwk. 10), efapeTikd Selypo
TEXVNG TNG KAGOIKNG EMOXNG HE XUPUKTNPIOTIKA TNG TOTUKNG Tepadoong,
keBwe ko n emtopfia othin Beooahol, Mo PEPEL TO XOPOKTNPLOTIKD
KAV OTNY KEPOAR, TOV TETAOO (£1K.11).

H 10y n e oANG cuvdésTon dpeca e v avodixr opeio tou Bogtielov Tng
MaxsSoviae, omd ta pfoo Tou 4% au. und Tov Pilmmo B’ £wg Tig apyEs Tou
2% gu. Tt.X. ot xpdvia Tou @iAinmou B AutAv Tnv emoxn n moAn sixs mbo-
VOTOTY LTS TNV KUpLapxic Tne Tnv ovatoMkn medidda peypt To Apupuov
rieSiov (meployn Ayike).

INHOVTIKEG TIANPOPOPIES YLCL TNV TIOMTIKT KOTGoTOoN 0T ApLoct TOU TEAoUg
Tou 3% o T.X. VTAOUNE amd éva TIPNTIKG Yrigopa yio tov Edecsoaio
Xpuooyovo, 0 OTolog £lyE TPOCTATEVOEL TIg BE000AIKEG TIOALLS KoL T Acplod
amd Tic emdpopéc Twv Artwimy, To 217 X Na tov Adyo aqutdv, o Afuog
Twv Aploaiwy TOU GMEVELNE TOV TITAO TOU AUPLOQioOU TOAITN KoL TOU
£8w0¢ TO SKalwpa vor CMOKTAGEL YN KoL 0K oTAv TOAN.

IT0o TEAOC TOU 3% i T.X. X pOVOAOVEITOL TO TIPWIHOTEPO HEXPL ONHERT,
Botochwtd Ynebwtd mou £xsl avaokoapel otnv ToAN (21k. 6.4, 12). Av Ko
gy KOTOOTpOUPsl o8 peydho TUAUG TOU oMo HETAYEVEOTERES EMEPfaagsl,
SleowBnKe £Ve OKTAKTIVO COTEPL KOTOOKEVOOMEVO GO pon)pa PoTtoaAa Ttévi
of UTIOAEUKO Koviapa. To aoTépl syypa@EeTal OF KUKAQD, O OTiolog TTEpIBGhAETOL
omd mAGTd Tonvio P poendvEpoud Kol TETROYWVE UE XLOOTI KOTUNUO.



A random find, from another part of the city, brought to light the second
major work of Attic vase-painting, a red-figure calyx - krater attributed to
the Painter of Munich 2335, dating around 440-435 B.C. The vase displays
representations, arranged in two registers, depicting scenes of musical contests
for auletai and aulodoi, races for armed men (hoplitodromoi) and a race for
nude boys, all associated with the great Athenian festival of Panathenaea
(fig. 9). Most probably, the krater was made by special order of a citizen of
Larissa to commemorate his participation and victory in one of the depicted
events. Of particular interest is the inscription of the names of the appearing in
the scenes figures. Dated to the same period is a carved in relief funerary stele
with a kore (maiden) holding an alabastron (fig. 10), an exquisite specimen
of the art of the Classical era retaining traits of local tradition, as well as a
funerary stele of a Thessalian wearing a petasos, the characteristic local head
cover (fig. 11).

The fortune of the city was closely interlinked with the upward trajectory of the
kingdom of Macedonia, from the middle of the 4" cent. B.C,, under Philip II,
to the beginning of the 2™ cent. B.C,, in the years of Philip V. In this period, the
city, most probably, had under its rule the eastern plain up to the Amyrikon
field (region of Agia).

Important information on the political situation in Larissa of the end of the
3 cent. B.C. offers a honorary decree for Chrysogonos of Edessa, who had
protected the Thessalian cities and Larissa from the raids of the Aitolians,
in 217 B.C. Rewarding him on this occasion, the deme (demos) of Larissa
bestowed on him the title of a citizen of Larissa, granting him the right to
acquire land property and residence in the city.

To the end of the 3" cent. B.C. dates the earliest pebble mosaic excavated in
the city up to now (figs 6.4, 12). Although a large part of it has been damaged
by later interventions, it preserves an eight-pointed star made of black
pebbles set in pale white mortar. The star is placed inside a circle, bordered
by a broad band, which is decorated with meanders and squares filled with
X-pattern.

£ik.-fig. 10
EneriuPie othdin kGpne.
% oL TN,

Funerary stele of a kore.
5% cent. B.C.

£1k.-fig. 11.

EmeriuPe othiAn
KAQOIKAG ETOYIC

Funerary stele
of the Classical period



aik.-fig. 12

Wrpbeotd Samedo.
TEAo 3™ an TLX.

Mosaic floor,
End of 3 cent. B.C.
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Metd tn péxn otig Kuvdg Keporée, to 197 X, oL dpyovieg Tng Adploog
oxohouBoliv EAopLIRGiK TIOATIKS Kot GITOKTOUY TIPOVOLIL OO TOUG VEOUG,
ThEov, Kuplapyxous otov shhabiwd xwpo. O 2% au X, omotehel TEpiodo GKLG
v T Adplog, n onola éywve n €dpa Tow viow Kowou Twv Geagadiov Kol
TWY OTPOTNYWY TOw. ATO sTypaPIkeg paptupies ywwpilovpe ot odvoupe
SUMAWMOTIKES oxEoetg pe tn PoSo ko pe ohelg Tng Mikpdg Agiog, omwg n
MiinTtoe, Ta Moo ko n Népyapod. £ auTrv Ty EMoYT ¥povoAoyEeiTa £v
TNTKS Wrgopa ya Sho akohouBoug Tou Boaouhia Eupevn B g Mepyduov,
o onoloc £ixe emokepBel Tn Adploa podl pe Tov adshpd Tou ATTOAD KOTA
0 TMPWTO £tog Tou I Mokedovikol moAépoun, to 171 X, O TIHWHEVOL
gupETED O OTIC Sampory LA TENOELS YIS T CUPHCG o Twv ACpIactiuw pe Toug
Mepyopunvolg kot Toug Pwpaious, evavtiov Twv Maksdovww.

ATt eypopIkeg popTUpieg TapokohouBodus T Kivnon oxL Hovo TIOATIKIY

 CAAGL KO ETUOTNOVWY TG ETOXNG. ETOL Omtd Vet TUNTKOS WAQLOUG TWW LECWY
Tou 2% ot TLX. pofaivoups yia TNV TIHpousic Ko TNV Epyagia oty ToAn

£VOC «xohSaiou» GOTPOVOLOU, TOU AVTIMETPOU, YIOU TOU AVTITIATROU,

ITNV EKTOON TWW orpepwiiy TAGTEwy, Kevtpiknc N Tepudpopeiov, Bompemna va
Bpordtev n EAsUBspn Ayopd, TO TIOATIKG Kol BpnoKEUTIKO KEVTRO TNG apycdog
ToANG I auth TNV Ayopd Bpiokdtav o vadg Tou Kepduwou AOAWVOCS, TIoU
Dol TIPETEL VO X TIOTNKE OTIC PXES TOU 4% . TLX. ZTO 1500 TENEVOS aTAVOVTOV
ot Priplopoto Tou Afuou Twy Acploaiwy Kot oL SIKOOTIKEG amopaoELS, EVw
oL TIOAITEG cupiEploveoy ovaeBrjpota mipog Tyiv Tou Beol. To 1epo Bo Tpemel va
KOTOIOTRAPRKE KOl Tov 29 o pX. Tor apITeKToVIKG: EAN TOW Kol Tor avoBnpuorTea
Tou Tav canSpupéva OTOV XWPo TOL CMOMaKLUVENKaY omo Tn BEon Toug Kol
¥pnoponolriBrxoy, g Se0TEpn Xpnon, wg okodopIko UMK OF JETOYEVETTEDES
EMOYEC. LE OIVQIOKOUPTN TIOU TIPOYHATOTOUBNKE o010 KévIpo Tne Adploag
(g1, 6.5) omokehipBnks apyaiog Spopog pe Tpio emédAnic oSOCTRW AT,
heilovor cpyoiwv KTIpiww Kot amo¥ETeEuTIol aywyol. O vag and cutols, TIou
cmokoMIQOnKe g pAkoe 11 . mtepimon, £iXE kéhulin amo Reyohes oX1oTOMBIKES
TIAGKEC, CAAG KO OO OIPXITEKTOVIKE MEAN (TIROEPXOMEVH Cmd TieAcudTepa 116N
KOTECTPOMMEVT OKOSOUNMOTa), KaBwe Ko amd emtd eveniypapes oThALS
METGED TWY omoiwv TIOGVEY VO CUYKGTEAEYOVTOL Kol ova@iMaTa, TIow ATay
cviBpupéve oto 1Epd. Is ot TIC OTAAEC TiEpAoBavovToL cmeAsuBEDWITIKES
ETIYPOUPEC, Lo cvaBnuarTikn oTriAn otov Alg OPoAMULO, EVT LWVIKO KIOVOKDOVO



After the battle at Kynoskephalai, in 197 B.C,, the archons of Larissa adopt a
pro-Roman policy and are granted privileges by the new ruling power in the
Helladic region. The 2™ cent. B.C. is a flourishing period for Larissa, which
became the seat of the new Thessalian League and its generals (strategoi).
According to epigraphic evidence, the city established diplomatic relations
with Rhodes and cities of Asia Minor, such as Miletus, Mylasa and Pergamon.
To the same period is assigned an honorary decree issued for two attendants
of King Eumenes II of Pergamon, who had visited Larissa together with his
brother Attalos in the first year of the Third Macedonian War, in 171 B.C. The
honorands participated to the negotiations for the alliance between Larissa,
Pergamon and Rome against the Macedonians.

Through epigraphic evidence we can monitor not only the movement of
politicians but also scientists of that time. Thus, from an honorary decree of
the middle of the 2% cent. B.C. we hear about the presence and work in the
city of a «Chaldaean» astronomer, Antipatros son of Antipatros.

In the area of two modern squares, either the Central Square or the Post Office
Square, must have been located the Eleuthere Agora, political and religious
centre for the elit of the ancient city. Situated in that market was the temple
of Apollo Kerdoos, built probably at the beginning of the 4™ cent. B.C. In
this sacred precinct the decrees of the deme of Larissa were erected as well
as judicial decisions, while the citizens dedicated there votives to the god.
The sanctuary must have been destroyed in the 2% cent. A.D. Architectural
fragments deriving from it and votives erected there were removed from
their place and reused as building material in later periods. An excavation
carried out in the centre of Larissa (fig. 6.5) revealed an ancient road with
three successive pavements, remains of ancient buildings and drains. One of
the latter, stretching along about 11 m., was covered not only with large schist
slabs but also with architectural fragments (originating from older already
destroyed edifices), as well as seven inscribed stelae, possibly comprising
among them votive ones once erected in the precinct. There are included stelae
with manumission inscriptions, a votive stele to Zeus Homoloios, an lonic

sk.-fig. 13
Emmipfux otiin tou Qeotipov, 457 n.X,
Funerary stele of Theotimos. 457 B.C.



LG Larmsd rens

mou amoteholos Baon ¥AAKvoU cuBplivTa PE ETIYPOE TILNTIKA yid Tov
Nupvaoiapyo TipaoiBeo kou n emtOpfa 0TAAN TOU BeoTipov, MOASOTH pe
KOTonywyn omo Tov ATpoye, TIou oKOTWBNKE ot péyn tne Tovdypag (457 LX)
CUMPWVE LIE TO EMLYPOJPA TIOV ElVCL XUpOyHEVO OTOV KPOTOPO TNE OTRANG
(gik. 13).

O amogdosic - Wngiopcta Tou Zuvedpiou Twy BEoooKWY TIOASWY OTAVOVTOV
QMOKAEIOTIKG 070 1EpS Tépgvog Tou EheuBepiou Mde, To omolo amoteholos dva
amd Te §0o onuevTkdTEp L1Epd Tow Kovol Twv Oesooouwv, Katd tov 2° au X,
Evea tétolo mopddeaypa anotersl To Phigpopa Tou Kowol twv Osooaiwv
(150 7t.X), pe to omoio puBuileTon ASTTOUEPWE O TPOTIOC HETUPOPAS UL
HEYEANEG TOOTNTOS GLinpuwv amd BeogohKkeég oAag tpog T Puun, n onoia
paotildtaw amd ortodeic sxsivn tn ypovid. O amzotodpévog tng Pupng Kéwtog
Keakihog METEMOC, TIOL CVOUPERETON OTNV ETILYOOUPT, £IVAL TIPOTWTIO YWWOTO
YUX T ETUTUXELG TTOASIKEG, EMYELONTEL TOV 0T MoKedovic

H miapampn Ko n peiwon Tou mAnBuopol mou aroAoUinoE, ASyu TWv ERPpuAiLv
TICASMLWY TWv Pwpaiuww kKoma tov 1° g X, GUTIMETWITICTNKE JE TNV TIOAITO-
VYEGUPNON HETOIKWY KoL TNV ameAsvBipwon Sothuwv 1
covdt EGUNvo, OTIWE PApTUPELTOL oMo ARBOC cmeAsy-
Bepuotikiwy eTypoupuv. Me Tig omeAsuBEpLITIKES CUTEC
TPGELLS EVoLOTAV Kol TO SNUOOLO TANELD, apol oL
SOUACL AR PV EVI TIOGO TIOU VEDXOTAV TF EIKOTL
S0 Ko oo anvapie,

1o ypovia Tou autokpétopa Oxktoflavol AuyoloTtou

(19 m.X. - 14 nX)) KETOOKEVAOTNKOY PEYRAOL SpouoL

GO HOPUAPIVESG, CKOVOVIOTOU OXNHATOC TIAGKEC.

‘Bvere omd couroue Bpébnke otn Sieotondplion twv oSy

Kumpou ko Povofeht (gk. 6.6, 14), eiye mhdroe 4,40
Kol owBnke oe prAkog 12 p. ExatépwBev tou Spodpov
urnpxey kKpdomnedo tAdroug 0,45 ., KOTUoKEVOOHEVY
amd peyahoug OTEVORaKpOUE ywvioAiBou,




capital, which had originally been the base of a bronze statue and preserved
on it @ honorary inscription for the Gymnasiarch Timasitheos, and the funerary
stele of Theotimos, a warrior, who came from Atrax, and, according to the
epigram engraved at the top of the stele, was killed in the battle of Tanagra
(457 B.C.) (fig. 13).

The decisions-decrees of the Congress of the Thessalian cities were erected
exclusively in the precinct of Zeus Eleutherios, which was one of the two most
impaortant sanctuaries of the Thessalian League in the 2™ cent. B.C. Such an issued
by the Thessalian League (150 B.C) decree is that regulating, in great detail, the
manner of transport of a large quantity of wheat from the Thessalian cities to
Rome, which that year was undergoing famine. The envoy of Rome, Quintus
Caecilius Metellus, mentioned in the inscription, is known for his successful
military campaigns in Macedonia.

To combat the decline and regression of population, caused by the Roman civil wars

of the 1% cent. B.C, every six months, metics were granted full citizenship and

oy, Slaves freedom, as attested in a large number of manumission

e | inscriptions. Through these liberatingacts money was

| pouring into the public treasury, as freed slaves

had to pay an amount rising to twenty two and a
half dinars.

At the time of emperor Octavian Augustus (19 B.C.
-14 A.D) large roads were constructed paved with
marble slabs of irregular outline. One of these
roadways was recovered at the crossroad junction
of Kyprou st. with Roosevelt st. (figs 6.6, 14), was
4,40 m. wide and its preserved length was 12 m. On
each side, the road was defined by curbs, 0,45 m.
wide, built of large oblong stone blocks.

gik.-fig. 14
MBoorpwrog Spduoc.
Puipedxn emoyn

Stone paved road,
Roman period
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suk.-figs 15-16

MBooTpwto Hpouos,

Purpainn smoxn
Stone-paved road.
Roman period

O Spdpog os prjkog 6,60 . sixe suBsia opeia otnv kerteuBuvon B - N, evw
ot ouvéxsa EoTpife Kou aouvéxle ipog BA. Mévw oTo oS60TpWN UTtPXaY
&0o {elyn apafoTpox Wy Pe HETOTpOXto Sidotnpe 1,50 . ZTn SuTikA TTAEVpEG
Tow Spopou UTtAPXE NECOSPOUIO KOTAOKEUCOHEVO CITO MOPUADIVES, GKOVOVIOTES,
TIOAUWLWVIKES, TEAGKES, H KEDCIUIKI KO TGl SURINUOTA TIOWW OTO 0S00TRWHC (YOAKIMG
VORIGHOTS, AuxvapLa, SWwALN) TOV XPOVOACYoUV 0TO TEAOE TOU 1 alL Tr.X,
Evog dvhog Spdpog comorodpBinke Koo TNy ekoronpn Bepshiuy v Tnv ovéyepan
OWKOSONAE 08 owdNESo KOVTH oTnv cupfoAn Twv odwv ARuNTpag Kot Nikng,
OMOU oIOKOAUEBNKoY apXoUdTNTEG, TOU MOTEAOUV THAMG JIGG YEITOVIAE
OO0 TLE OVOTOAKES CUVOLKIES TNC AGPLOTE KO X POVOACYOUVTAL ¢mtd TV EAANVL-
otwn we T pecofulovtvi Tiepiodo. O Spdpog pe korredBuvan) B-N (sik. 6.7, 15, 16)
QOTEALL TR evig KevTpko odwol afovo, o omolog Paivel Mooy VW
OV TIORE TIOAOTEQLIV KADIKWY 1] EAANVICTIKWY SROMWY, EVL) PaivEToL OTL
XONOLOTIONBNKE PéXPL KOL TOUG TIOACLOXPIOTIOVIKOUE XpOVoUs, 2TO KEVTPO
Tow ofooTpupeTog undpyel fva {eiyog auofoTROYIWIV HE HETUTROKIO SIGaThLX
1,36 — 1,40 . Zofgton oe prikog 21,07 @ pE€OO OTO ORI TOV OWKOTIESOU KOl TO
nmAGTog touw @Bdvel (uadl pe To Kpdomeda) ta 5,10 W Z€ GPKETEG TIEPIMTWOELS
ovookopric Spopwy SwmotwBnke ot Slimho oo KPOoTIESC KOMOOKEUALOVTON
TAWBOKTIOTOL OTOYETEUTIKOL CyWwyOol, TIOU KOAUTITOVTOV CaTO OXLOTOTIAGKES 1)
ToAOTERD OWOSOKG v, Ot coyuyol cuTol Ko OTO KEVTRIKO CITOXETEUTIKO
CUOTNWCL TNG TIOANS,




Continuing straight along 6,60 m. in the N-S direction, the road diverted
towards the NW. Cut into the stone pavement were two pairs of cart tracks
with 2 gauge of 1,50 m. On the west side of the road there was a sidewalk
paved with marble, irregular, polygonal slabs. Ceramic evidence and finds from
the top surface of the road pavement (bronze coins, lamps, figurines) date it to
the end of the 1* cent, B.C.

Another road was revealed in the course of foundation digging for the
construction of a building in a plot near the junction of Demetras st. with Nikes
st, bringing also to light antiquities that comprise part of a neighbourhood
in the eastern quarters of Larissa, dated from the Hellenistic to the Middle
Byzantine period. The road, running in the N-5 direction (figs 6.7, 15, 16),
is part of a central roadway, which probably follows along the course of older
Classical or Hellenistic ones, while it was apparently used until the Palaeo-
Christian times. Down the middle of the road pavement there is a pair of cart
tracks with a gauge of 1,36-1,40 m. The preserved length of the road, within
the boundaries of the plot, is 21,07 m. and its width, together with the curbs,
510 m. In quite a few cases of road excavations it has been attested that next
to the curbs were constructed mudbrick drain channels, covered with schist
slabs or older building material in second use. These drainsfh'elﬂnged to the

central drainage system of the city. 5 P
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k.-fig. 17

Wrngpbrd Sémedo, ob. Povofeit ap.?
Mosaic floor, on 7 Roosevelt st

ewk.-fig. 18

Tunpo Aoutpod, of. Mey. AletdvEpou ap.d.
Puapaiikn emoyn

Part of a bath on 4 Alexander the Great st.
Roman pernod
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Kortdt Tn pwpdiikn oy xTiotnkow véa Snpooia ktipwy, énwg 1o B’ Béatpo,
£VL) EMIOKEUGOTNKE To A Bfatpo. e cuthv Tnv enoxh xpovoioyoldvtal
emione kTiplo pe Ynewbwtd Sameda (s1k. 6.8, 17) KoL TRAROTE AQUTPLY
(Bepuov) Tou Siéowiov PnEdwTd Sameda, XWEOUE UE UTIOKOUOTH Kol
USPOUMKES eyRaTaoTaoE (k. 6.9, 18).

[T .y -
Gpecs | Larsss W

ATIO CVOIOKGET 0TO KEVTPO TNE ONUERPIVAC TOANG (1K, 6.10) TpoEp)ETaL
«Bnooupoc» 362 XEAKWWY (ONOTEPTION Kot EAANVOPWHOTKE) Kot 6 apyuplv
VOMLOUATWY (Bvépio), KoBUIG KA XPUowV KOTHNMATUN, TIOU Eixon amoKpue
O£ TIAWO CryyEio - «Bnocupdplo» (£1K. 19). ETa KOOUAMATE TOU «Bnocupols
nephapfivovial chuodwtd TEpGipaio, oprooynua SoyTuAidir (gw. 20)
Kol SepyTuAiBier Tiou KoopoUvTa pe EyyAupoug SaxkTuhohBoug omd oapdio,
Ao elkovifovTae 0 ATOAAWY (E1K. 21), 0 AGKANTIOE Ko N YyEelx (Ewk. 22),
o Eppnig kou n Bed Toxn TNG AvTIoxEwE pe Tov Totapd Opovin (gik. 23)
VI TOV AGYO cUTOV EXEL EK@paoTet n dmodn 6Tt iowg TipoépyovTen omd T Zupia

zuu:.-ﬁ‘g. 20 | ) : H amokpun tou «Onocupols sivor iBavd va oxeTiletal pe 10 SIOToyHO
¥puod Sogrruhidy pe poppn pudod, ; : ; : -

3%¢ o X, SrpEuonC TIEPLOVTIY Ko pE T Baptd popoloyic tou ensfois 0 CUTOKPATOPOL
Gold snake-ring. Mafipivog o @parac, ata Xpovia Tou oTolov Xpovohoysital 0 «Bnoaupogs
3. centA.D. (235-238 p.X)).

£, -fig. 22

Xpuad SaymuAld

HE TapEoToaon AoKAnTOU Kon Yyeiag,
3% o X,

Geld ring with representation

of Asklepius and Hygeia.

34 cent. AD.
six.-fig. 21
¥puod Sogrmukid pe mapdoTaan
KEPAARE ATOAMIVEL,
3% oo X
Gold ring with representation :
of Apollo's head. sue.-fig. 23
3" cent. AL Xpuod SayTuAist
pE TapdoTan Toxne.
3% e
Gold ring with representation
of Tyche (Fortune).
3% cent. A.D.




In the Roman period, new public buildings were erected, such as theatre B',
while theatre A’ underwent repairs. To the same period are also dated buildings
with mosaic floors (figs 6.8, 17) and parts of baths (thermae) preserving mosaic
floors, hypocaust-heated halls and hydraulic installations (figs 6.9, 18).

Unearthed in the course of an excavation conducted in the centre of the
modern city (fig. 6.10) was a hoard of 362 bronze (sestertii and Greek Imperials)
and 6 silver coins (denarii), and gold jewellery, concealed in a ceramic hoard
pot, «thesaurarion= (fig. 19). The jewels include a chain necklace, snake-rings
(fig. 20) and rings with carnelian bezels engraved with representations of
Apollo (fig. 21), Asklepius and Hygeia (fig. 22), Hermes and Tyche of Antioch
with river Orontes (fig. 23). On the basis of the latter occurrence it has been
suggested that these ornaments might originate from Syria. The concealment
of the hoard probably relates to the edict of property confiscation and heavy
taxation imposed by the emperor Maximinus Thrax, since the cache dates to
the years of his reign (235-238 A.D.).

£k.-fig. 19

APUOl KOoUNPETa and «Bnoaupos.
s (AN TR

Gold jewels from a hoard.

3% cent. AD.
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g, -fig. 24
Wabwvo kohoBidel P Kopmong,
2% o, X,

Small wicker basket with nuts and fruits,
2™ rent. B.C.

H oyOpwon

AT TNV oxLpWon TNg apyaicg ToAng Sev £xouv cwbal KaTdAoma WoTooO,
amd vt TOAUTIMO ETIYROQPIKO £0PNUO TIANPOPOPOUHGOTTE TNV Umapén
Teixous: &va Yn@opa (178-172 X)), TIOU QWOUPERETOL OTNV KOTEMEYOUTH
CVEYKN EMIOKELTIE TOU TAVBIVOUL TEKOUE, amOTEASL TNV TIPWTN KOt HoVadIkA
HEXPL OTIYHNG HOpTupia yia Tnv Umapér Tou Kol SIKCLoAOYEL TNV edoupdvion
Tow. To Tel}og cuTd Ba MepEkAsIE avap@iBoha Tov AOYo TG axkpomoAng, Bo
guveyile pe 0o Bpaxioves avatoAkd Kol SUTIKE, CroAOUVBWYTHG TOV pou
Tou Mnveao kot B ékiawve pe éva subiypappo, TuBovoy, TUAKS OTN vOTIX
TEASUPAL ATEO TIG TIDAEC, TIOU CVOIYOVTCY OF cUTH, EEKvouaoy oL apyaiol Spduot
TIOw 08NYoUoaY TIPOE TIC VEITOVIKES apyaisg TOAELS,

Ta vekpoTapeia

Ter apyaia verkpotageia Ppiokovtav efw camd o Telxn g TOANC, Tiévi oToug
apycioue obikoue dfovee ou odnyouaovy mpocg Toug Movwoug (Bopei), TIg
Pepec-AnunTpuida (voToavaToAKE), Tn Pdpocho (VOTIX), Tov ATpoyd Ko
TV Tpikkn (SuTKE). Z8 Toupikd TOURO TIOU OVAKE OTO OVATOAKS VEKDOTCOUPED
NG AGPLoaG Ko TEEPLIEANEEN oTNV £KTA0N TOV ITPOTIWTKOU Aspodpopio,
NEBov oTo QWG KOTE TN SIPKEIN OIKOSOLKIWY EpYOOLWY TIEVTE TAPOoL, amod
TOUG OMOIOUE TIPOLPXETAL VO ONUOVTIKO TUVOAC supnuéTwY Tou 2% oL Ti.X,
TIOU G TIROOPEPEL TIOADTIHES TIANPOPOPIES VIO TC TOPIKE £01c TG EMOXNC.
AVOHETN 0T KTEPIORCT (Cryyeio, AuxvapLa, KOOUNpaTa) Bpédnkay opyovikd
UMOAEIPMOTO Kol Eva YEBWO KOACBAEKL PE TO THUMO TOU, HECO OTO OMOIO
Unexov kapmoi (auoydboia, pouwwTolKId, Eva podl Kol oUKA), Tpoopopd
PO TO vEKpo (E1K. 24).

ewk.-fig. 29

Muddwva pupodoxeic,
Puopedikr emoy
Glass unguentaria,
Roman period




The fortification

No remains of the ancient city fortification have been preserved, however,
a valuable epigraphic find offers information about the existence of a wall:
a decree (178-172 B.C) referring to the exceedingly urgent repair works the
mudbrick wall needed provides the first and only, up to now, evidence for the
existence of fortification and explains 1ts disappearance, Undoubtedly, the wall
would have encircled the acropolis hill and, divided into two sections, would
have diverted eastwards and westwards, along the course of the Peneius river,
a straight stretch probably closing it on the south side. At the set in it gates
began the ancient roads leading to neighbouring cities.

The cemeteries

Ancient cemeteries were lying outside the city walls, along the sides of the
roadways leading towards Gonnoi (north), Pherai-Demetrias (southeast),
Pharsalus (south), Atrax and Trikke (west). In a burial mound (tumulus) that
belonged to the east cemetery of Larissa and was integrated into the area
of the Military Airport, in the course of construction works, five graves were
unearthed, containing an important assemblage of finds of the 2™ cent. B.C.
that offers valuable information about the funerary customs of the period.
Among the funerary offerings (vases, lamps, jewellery) were found organic
remains and a small wicker basket with its lid on, inside of which were stored
fruit and nuts (almonds, hazelnuts, a pomegranate and figs) offered to the
dead (fig. 24).

£wk.-fig. 30

Fudhvog apdfoddos.
Puopcdie oy

Glass aryballos.
Roman period

£ik.-fig. 26
Maddavn ovoyon.
Puypexikr smoxn
Glass oenochoe.
Roman period

The cemeter
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ewc.-fig. 25
Apyrepds KEMIKIEE,
Teroe 4% o XL

Silver calyx.
End of 4" cent. B.C.
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O Aloe AaTpeudToy PE SIGpopa TPOTWVOMLE, CvdAoya JE TIC WS10TNTEG
TIOU TOU TPOTESISov. ZOPpuve HE pigt avaBnpatikn enypoupr], AATpeOTnKe
w¢ OpoAwLog. AT TIC apxig Tou 2 au. T.X. To Kowdv twv Bsooaiw
¥prowpomoinos éva svicdo punvoAdyio. O HAVES TOU QEPOUV OVOUOTS TIOY

srvic AOpIod [Larissa Felagss

A 0( E' E, oxeTifovTal pe Toug BeoUs Ko TIG YIOPTES IO TEACUVTOV TIPOC TIMAV TOUE
Tp L C kABz prive. Elvan ywwotd OTL Evag omd Toug PRve Tou ovopalotay OpoAunog

; " i Opohwog (mpéne va tonoBeteiton petafd Maptiovw/Anpiiiov 1| Maiou/

K OXL O(Y{_UVEC; Iouviov), oTn SLdpKeLd TOV OTIOIOU THBEVOTATA TTPAYHATOTIOLOVVTON KETIOLEG

TEAETEC TIPOC TIUTV TOL.

O Alog hatpedtnre miong we Maixog - keBdpowog Bede, o onolog, petd Tov
£EEUUEVIONG ToU HE 1Bwitepeg iepompadics, andahhaoos Toug woviadeg and 1o
picopa Tou gpovou. I wivikd voloko Tou Bpuoe o Aaplociog opLoTOKPATNG Ko
5 ‘ ToMTIKOG Makwv, yrog tou Oppodiwvog (IG IX, 2, 578, 579), o Alag MelAiyiog
W ] é ACTPEUTNKE WE oOVVaOE ME Tov Mooaduve ko Tnv Ev(viodic.

H Actpeia Tou ALGC P TO TTPOCTWVULLG EASUBEpLOC HOpTUPELTOL HOVO OTN
; Adpoo. O vaodg tou Awdg ExsuBeplou Ba mpenel mBoavov v Ppokdtav
4 .f/}‘ ot fopeoovaToAkd NS onpepivie maateiog Topudpopsion, Omwg
] HOPTUPETaL Mo ETUYPLPES, OTO Vad cuTd PLAGCCOVTOV T ETHOT L
‘?.{"':3-"-'-}-1’ Eyypaipa Tou Kowvow Twy Qeoochwv. Mpog TipRv Tou 820U Kol o
B‘r X cvpvnon Tne omeisuBipwone Tne Qeooohiog amd Toug MakeSOvES
P Al koBlEpwBnKav To 196 T.X. o EAsuBepia, ylopTn mov TeAolvTay
’S'ﬁ\;*‘ - KaBs téooepa Ypovio oty £6pa Tou Kowod, Tn Adplog, B Tnv
' TEROUCIE CVTITIPOTWTIELWY Qo OAsC TIC BeoooMKES TIOALLL.
Tox EAsuBE e Ao peydhn eBvikn yioptn Tow Kowo twv Qsgoahuv
KOIL N CUPHETOYXT O CUTE OMOTEAOUSE onpovTikn Tipnd. Mépa and
N onpaoia Twy aBANTIKWY Spwpeviav, afloonpeiwTn nTov Ko n
. TOMTIKA Xpold TG, kKaBwg ol tovBeoookol cwTol aywveg eixow
. XOpaKTApO KaTeEOXAV CPIOTOKPOTIKG, PO CUMPETEICV OF CUTONC
MEAN TWV CVIWTEPWY KOWWVIKWY TaEswY Twv BEooohikwy TIOASWY,
O aywveS TIPOGEPEPCY AP Bécpa oTov amthd KOGHO, dlaTnpolaay
TNV KOWWWVIKE ouvoxn Twy Geooahuw TpoladhovTag ouyKEKDILEVT TIPOTUTIY,
£V oUVERChoV OTNV TIOYIWON TN VEXE TIOATIKNAG KOTAoTaons, TipoBdhhovtag

EWK.-fig. 27 WE EUTUYH CUYVKUPIG TNV KATAKTNoN Tne Osagaiice and toue Pwpaioud,
KOUah OTEPOVL. : . : ‘
E?flqum'ru-:ﬁnm Ol OTIOIOL TNV «OMEASVBEPWONYs QIO T PaKeSOVIKA KupLapxict,

Gold wreath,

Hellenistic period



Zeus was worshipped under many different epithets, depending on the
properties attributed to him. According to a votive inscription, the god was

worshipped as Homoloios (associated with prophetess Homoloa). From the

beginning of the 2™ cent. B.C. the Thessalian League started using a common
calendar. The names of twelve months of this calendar and month-festivals
had clear associations with cult. Divinities and festivals gained a regional
orientation as a result of this calendar reform. One of the months was named
Homoloios or Homoloos (presumably placed between March/April or May/
June), in the course of which certain ceremonies were performed in honour of
Zeus Homoloios.

Zeus was also worshipped as a Meilichios-katharsios (cleansing from guilt)
god, who after having been appeased by specific rituals, absolved murderers
from the miasma of homicide. In the small Ionian temple founded by the
Larissan noble and politician, Makon, son of Omphalion (IG IX, 2, 578, 579),
Zeus Meilichios (mild, kindly) was worshipped as synnaos [god who shares
the temple (naos) of another deity] of Poseidon and En(n)odia.

Zeus Eleutherios (liberator) was a new figure in Thessalian religion. His cult is
centered in Larissa. The temple of Zeus Eleutherios must have been located
to the northeast of the modern Post Office square. As epigraphic evidence
indicates, it was in this temple that the official records of the Thessalian League,
were kept. In honour of the god and in commemoration of the liberation of
Thessaly from the Macedonians after the Second Macedonian War, the festival
of Eleutheria was inaugurated in 196 B.C., held every four years in the seat
of the League, Larissa, in the presence of delegations assembled from all
Thessalian cities.

Eleutheria were a major national festival of the Thessalian League and
participation to it was a great honour. Apart from the importance of athletic
events, noteworthy also is the political aspect of the festival, as these pan-
Thessalian games had a par excellence aristocratic character, with members of
the upper social classes of the Thessalian cities competing in them. The games
offered a glorious spectacle to the people, maintained the social coherence
of the Thessalians, by promoting specific prototypes, and contributed to the
consolidation of the new political situation that proclaimed as a fortunate
circumstance the conquest of Thessaly by the Romans, who «liberated» it
from Macedonian dominance.

Cults
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O1 emypaepikég papTupleg amoteAoly TOAITIUN TINYI TANPOQPOPLWY VIOt T
ClYWVITHOTa Kot Tr) SLopYEVLNaT) TLWV Copluviv. ZE TIOMEC ETIYPOPES cvalypapOVTOL
TO OVOLOTO! TWV VIKNTWY Kol Tar alfAnportor oo onola onywvigtnron. AywvoBEtng
oo EAsuBEpor opiloTov TIGvTol O cviuTOTOG TIOAITIKOS KO OTPOTUWITIKOS GpXOVTOG
Tou Kowou Twv Q£ooahiv, 0 oTpatnyds Twv Qsooo iy, 0 omoiog £iXE Ko TV
gmonTteia Twy aywvwy. H @Rpn twv EAsuBepiwv ftav 1600 peyddn, mow
Eemepvovos Ta olvopa Tng Oeooohiag, kaBwe katépBavay atn Adploa yia va
Aifouv pEpog oToug aywveg auToug Sianpol aBANTEG Ko KeAMTEXVES amd
oMo Tov apyalo eEAANVIKO KOOUO, CUPMEPLACUBOVOMEVWY Kol TIOAEWY TNE
Mukpdic Aoiog (Epegog, Zpipvn, Zwvwnn) kot tne Itadioc, To ﬂpé\;paupa Tww
EhevBepiwv mepiehapfove BeoTplkeq MAPAOTACELS, YUPVIKOUG, (MTKOUCE,
HOVOKOUE KAl PLACAOYIKOUS CyWVEC.

ETOUG HOUOIKOUG OOyWVEG OUMUETEL OV TOATILYKTEC, KIPUKES, oUANTEG, KIBaploTie
Kol KIBapwdol OLVIKNTES cUTWY TWY CyWVLWY, TIOU TIRONYOUVTON X DOVIKE TwWv
YULVIKWV KO TWV ITTITIKWY, Ei(0v TNV TIPNA Vo QVOKNPpUCOoUY G GUVEXELD
TOWS VIKNTEG TOU UTIOAOUTOU TIPOYPAUMATOC Twy EAsuBepiww.

ZTOUG YURVIKOUG OyWVEG CUMHETEL QY Tpelg EexwploTés opdde aBintwy,
avaAoya P TNV NAice oL taideg, ot £pnfol ko ot dvdpeg. O1 aywveg Spopou
neprehapfovay To atédiov (emAdg Spopog 185 W), Tov SoMxo (Epdpog 5 xhw),
Tov OTAiTOU EPGHO Kall TO TPLOTESIoV. To TévTaBAoy TEPLEAGUBOVE TO GAPC EIC
HNKOC, Tr) SlokoBolia, TO aKOVTIO, TOV SPOLO Kot TV TICAN. TEASE, TO TTaYKpATIo
AMOTEAOUOE qUVELaONO heUBEPNC TIAANG Kol TOVY o Le,

O kol aywveg mepiedaufovay aywviopota appatodpopios (ouvwpiba
TUWALKT: COYLOVIOUC JE GPUOTa TIOU T £aepvay U0 Tiwhol, Snh. veapd dhoye,
qUVWPIOG TEASIO: ayWVIoHT PE GPUOTO TIoU Ta éoepvav S0 evilka dhoya,
GPUO TIWAKO: QyWVIONA PE TEBPIMTIO GPUOTH, ME TECOEPIC THOAOUCE, KA,
GIPLLCt TEASIOV: OYWVLIONG PE TEBpIMTa Appata, PE TEOoEpa evijMKa dhoya),
IMTodpopiae (MWAMKOG KEANG: CYWVICHO LE VEAPG GAOYa Kot TEANELOG KEANC:
CYLVIORE ME eviAkor GAoYa) Kal oUVBETO ITIEVTIKG aywvioporo emtideldne
TUVTOVIONOU Kol ckpifeiag Kivnoswy (cgpimmoiapnde Aopnoadndpopia omo
EPITITIONG VEOUE KOT& TN SIGPKELX TG VUXTOE, CUTTOSPOUAS CUVOPTIOOTIKO
OYUWVIOHCL KOO TO OoTolo 0 avalBang katé Sieotripome ndoloe omd To Ghoyo
Ko £Tpexe SimAa Tou ouvexifovTae Vo KpaTd Tous Xohvos, eVt 0T CUVEXELD,
XWwpig va £X81 XAoEL ToUTNTY, immeve okl o {wo Kot Ta Tewpodnpla: £va
oUVBETO cywviopa KeTé To omolo épimol véol katadiwkow Todpoud) (Eu. 31).



Epigraphic evidence serves as a valuable source of information about athletic
contests and organization of the games. Many inscriptions list winners'
names and the sport they had competed in. As Agonothetis (Exhibitor of
Games) of Eleutheria was always appointed the supreme political and military
archon of the League of the Thessalians, the general of the Thessalians, who
conducted the supervision of the games. The reputation of Eleutheria had
been so great that exceeded beyond Thessaly, attracting to Larissa renowned
athletes and artists to take part in the games, from all over the ancient Greek
world, including cities of Asia Minor (Ephesus, Smyrna, Sinope) and Italy. The
schedule of Eleutheria comprised theatrical performances, gymnic and hippic
(equestrian), musical and literature contests.

Participating to the musical contests were trumpeters, heralds, musicians
playing the ﬂute:, playing the kithara (a kind of lyre) and singing accompanied
by a kithara. The winners of these contests, which, according to schedule,
preceded the gymnic and hippic competitions, had the honour to subsequently
declare the winners of the following events of the Eleutheria games.

Gymnic competitions were organized into three separate age categories of
athletes: paides (boys), epheboi (youths moving from childhood towards
maturity) and men. Running races included the stadion (single stade: a 185 m.
foot race), dolichos (a 5 km foot race), hoplite foot race and tristadion (a three
stades foot race). Pentathlon was a composite athletic event of leaping, discus
throwing, casting the javelin, foot racing and wrestling. Finally, pankration
was a combination of free wrestling and boxing.

Hippic competitions included events of harmatodromia (synoris poliki: race
of chariots drawn by two young horses, synoris teleia: race of chariots drawn
by two adult horses, harma polikon: race with tethrippa chariots (four-horsed
chariots) drawn by four young horses, and harma teleion: race with four-horsed
chariots drawn by adult horses), hippodromia (horse daring and running that
included polikos kelis: race with young horses and teleios kelis: race with
adult horses), and composite horse races displaying coordination and
precision of movements (aphippolampas: torch race on horseback by youths
performed during the night, aphippodromas: fascinating race in the course
of which the rider, from time to time, would jump off the horse and, still
holding the reins, run by its side, while, then again, without losing speed, would
mount the horse, and taurotheria (bull hunting on horseback): a composite
athletic event performed by youths on horseback chasing bulls) (fig. 31).

£iKk.-fig. 28
Mappépiva ahaBaotpa.
Tehog 4% - apyeg 3™ an TX.

Marble alabastra.
End of 4* - beginning of 3* cent. B.C.
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Apyropd vopLopo AGpLoas

LE TIopdaTacn Taupodnpiwwy,
430-400 1.,

Silver coin of Larissa with

representation of taurotheria.
430-400 B.C.
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Ta TaupoBnpla amoteAovoay eva SUOKOAD KAl £TUKIVOUVO OyWVIOUD, TO
omolo diefoy oty TOVAGXILOTOV OO TIC CPYES TOU 5% oL TLX,, OTIWE MOpTUpoUY
o VopiopaTa g Adploag, Twy Pepwv, Tne Tpikkng, tng Popraduvag, Tng
Kpavvwvag ko tng Neppauficc. H avéykn vo ouAdapBavovtal oL Toupol Kol
TQ GAoya, mow {oUgoV OF NILAYPLE KATATTAON, O QyEAEC, oTov BEgoOMKO
Kauo, ouvefaAe otnv avantuin tng embdsfotnTog Twyv OLoooAwy aoTnv
ITITULKE TEX VN KoL 0TN BEOTILON TOU OXETIKOU aywvignaTod. To ayuwwvioua cutd
QITCUTOVCE TEYVIKI KO KOAN (PUOLKN KOTAOTOON, EVW EMETRETIE TNV QYNYNoN
LOTOPULV Kot Ko pBwpdtuwy. H onpooic Twv Towpo8npiwwy yic toug Qeo0oohoig
£IVQL POVERT] OTOUG ETIYPOPIKOUE KATOAOYOUE TWY ACPLOaiKWV aywviuV TNG
PWUPOIKAG EMOXNC OTIOU TO CUYKEKPILEVO OYWVIOUS CVOYPGIPETUL TIPUTO.
O kordhoyol Twv aywvwv TN Adploag sival ypappévol otn Beooalikn
SIGAEKTO KOl CUMPWVE LE TO TUTIKD, META TO OVOUG Tow LEpEa Tou EAsuBepiou
ALOC MopoTiBevTol TO OVORATO TWY aBANTWY, Ol OTIOIOL CVOHPEPOVTOL WE
ToupeASTaL. Komd T Siéipkaia Tow ayiuvor ot alBANTES KOmadiwKow ToUE Tedpoug
KGOl TOUE TIPOKOAOUTOY, VI VO TOUE eEavTANoowv. Katdmv, imnabovtac Slimia
ato {wo nndodoov and To dhoyo, dprnaloy TOV TOOPO OMO To KEPOTO Kot
dpyifov Tnv Tedn pe To {wo. Ztdyog Touw abAnTn ftov va kerafdte tov Tadpo,
VO OTPEWEL TO KEQAAL TOU eEavTANLEVOU (LoU TIPOC TO E5CHPOC KAL VO KUDPLITEL
TOKEPOTEL TOV OTN Y. £TN ouvEXELl, O VIKNpévos Tthéov Tandpod Buowldtav otov
Bwud mpog Tipiv tou Tipwpevou Beold. O égunniol cutol Beooohol aBhntig
HTcv @Nopévol o oASKANPO Tov apyaio EAANVIKG KOO, OTIWG YIVETOL QOVEPD
Qrd avapopis o8 auTOUE, Eiw amd Ta Op TNE PEocoaiag,

Tt TawpoBnpia, o mmikol Kol amofoaTikol aywves uvdEoVTOL GUETO LE TOUG
HOBoUE Tr¢ OLooaAlng KOl KURIWG KE TIC KUBNUEPIVES TIPAKTIKES T TIACIOLO
NG QYPOTIKASG Owovopias. MEod amd Ta ayuviopaTa cuTd avadeikviovTay
Ol IKOWVOTNTES TOV BE00QAKOU ITTIKOY,

ETOUS ITTTTIKOUE COyLIVES ETICURVOV MEPOC KO YUVEIKES GBANTRIES, OTIWE TIPOKUTITEL
oo eTypapKes popTupieg (IG IX, 2, 526,1.19), mov cva@EpovTal TOL OVOLOTA
SUO VIKNTPWY HE KOToywyn amnd tn AGpLo, Tng ApIoTOKAEING, VIKATOWE oTn
ouvwpidbo wAwn (mepi to 180 X)) kow TNg Hmdvng, vikATplog oto dpua
TEASLOV (CEXES 190 cu. Tr.X.).



Taurotheria was a difficult and dangerous athletic event enacted at least since
the begininng of the 5* cent. B.C,, asindicated by coins of Larissa, Pherai, Trikke,
Pharkadon, Krannon and Perrhaibia. The need to capture semi-feral bulls and
horses living in herds, in the Thessalian plain, spurred the development of
skills in the art of riding and institution of relevant athletic event. This type of
competition demanded technical expertise and physical fitness, while it gave
the opportinity for narration of stories and deeds. The great significance of
taurotheria for the Thessalians becomes evident in the epigraphic records
of the Larissa games of the Roman period, where this specific athletic event
is listed first. The game catalogues of Larissa are written in the Thessalian
dialect and, in accordance with formality, after the name of the priest of Zeus
Eleutherios appear the names of the athletes, who are referred to as taurelatai
(bull-riders). In the course of the race, the athletes would chase the bulls,
pursuing and provoking them in order to tire them. Then, galloping next to
the bull, they would leap from their horse, grasp the bull by the horns and start
wrestling with the animal. The aim of the athlete was to exhaust the bull ang,
by twisting the head of the aminal, nail its horns into the ground. Subsequently,
the defeated bull was led to the altar to be sacrificed. These mounted Thessalian
athletes were famous all over the ancient Greek world, as it is suggested by
references made about them outside the boundaries of Thessaly.

Taurotheria, horse racing and dismounting athletic events are directly related
to the myths of Thessaly and, in particular, to everyday practices in the context
of agricultural economy. These racing events highlighted the skills of the
Thessalian cavalry.

Women were also participating to hippic competitions, as indicated by
epigraphic evidence (IG IX, 2, 526, 1.19), in which the names of two winners
from Larissa are mentioned, those of Aristokleia, winner in the race of synoris
poliki (¢. 180 B.C.) and Heppione, winner in the race of harma teleion (beginning
of the 1* cent. B.C.).
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ZEUWOL YPUCLIY ST,
EAAMpwo TR eTToYR

Pair of gold earrings.
Hellenistic period
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Ztov Ao NG axpoOToAns, To onuepvo Cpodiplo, OTIWE MOPTLROUV OL TINYEG
UTARXE © vadg TG ABnvag NoMladog, tng mpootamidag Bo6TNTAL TNEG TOANG
Twv Aaprociwv. H Béon tou svtomideTan avaToMKE ToOv onpepvoy vaol
Tou Ay. AytAAiow, o BERcuc PTIOREL vir GYETIOTEL JiE CUTOV Lo TiLxEvn BepeAiwon
KTLPLOW, TIOU AMOKaANPBNKE o PNKog 23 ., Je KorenBuvon A - A,

2 AGpLog, OTILIC Ko o8 OAnN TN Ceoooiic, AatpsudTtov o Noosbwvae. Ztov 826
CmOSIBOTOV UK CEIPG XTTO YEWACYIKX (POUVOHEVE, OTIWE N Sopdppwan Tne
yYAWNEG empdvelag Pe fouvd, KolAadeg vnowd, mopBuoug, 1oBuols Kot GAAEC
DLopoppisg Tov £8Gpous Eival SNAWTIKE KOl YOPOKTNPIOTIKG TO OMNpK
emiBeTa IOV CUVOSEVOUV TO OVOUG TOU KO TOV CUVHEOUV TIEPIOTOTEPO LE TN
YN Tapd pe TN Bdhaogoo: youoxog (outog ou kouPaidel Tn yn), evooiyBuw,
evooiyalog (cuTog Tov ogigl Tn yn). O Hpodotog avaupépsl we {wvtovh Tnv
napadoon nwg o Beog cwtog dvolfe Tov cuhwva Twy Tepmuwy, ovdpsoa
ota Bouvd Qluumno ko Coog, vy vo Ppet igfodo otn Bddaoon o Mnvade
KO VO (OVEL N KomaxAuopEvn omo vepd Beoocukn medidda. Apyvdtepa, 0
Zivwmeag Bomwy, ypdupovtog yio T ©ecochic (nou ovopaddtav ipwv Alpovic),
CVOUPEPETAL OTN MEYAAN TOTIKA ywopTh, To MeAwply, tow tn Bewpolos
TeAcoykn, SnAadn iadtepn TG £1oBoAng Twy Beoooiy, KEBWE CULPLIVY
HE TNV Tapadoan, Tnv elxe kabEpwos o Baouds Nehaoyog v nuépa mow
TAnpowopnBnke Twe o CElopaE Siéppnie Ta Bouvd ot Téumn. "Cnwe popTtupel
0 ABnvouog, Kotd Tn SdipKel TNE YIopTAS oL Osoochol prhofevolooy viomoug
ko EEvoug, eV TNV nuépa outh, ol Sovhol ércapvon TN B4on Twv KUpPLY TOUE,
ZT00 1oTopIKG Xpovia ftay Siebedopéun ot Beooodukr] svdoxwpa n Actpeio Tou
xBoviou Nooedwve, Tow ixe 1o mpoowvipo Metpaios, sits yiorl - kord: Tov
OXETIKO CTIOAOYIKG p0B0 - gixe oxios pe Tnv Tpicuva Tov BpoKo Ko £KOVE VOl
CVOTINONOEL TO TPWTO CAOYD OTOV KOOMO, © ZKUpLOC, £iTe emaldr] SivolEs Tnv
kOGS Twv Tepmuiv Sivovtag ota vepd ow kotékAulaw tn Qeoochia SiEEodo
Tpog TN BAACOon KO CprivovTag Tn YOVIUN YN OTOUE KAToIKouG. It TEuTn,
TPOC TIUAV TOV, TEAGUVTOW ITITIKOL aywvEeg, Ta MNeTpaia.

O Nooczidwvag exkppalal wWoTOOo Kon T SUvaun Touw uypol gTowsiov.
BewpodvTav UMELEUVOG VI T CUCTAMOTO TWv uS&TWY, TN dkivnor Toug
TGV TN YN KoL KOTW oMo TNV ETUPAVELE TG VI TOUG TIOTHUOUE, TIE TINVES,
TIC AIVES, TLE TIANMMUPES Kot GAAX (pouvopava. Etol o MooalSuveg Aatpeudtay
we Kpnvoiog, EmAipviog kKo Nuppayetng we oxeTdopevos e T Tinyee,



On the hill of the acropolis, the modern Phrourion, according to written
sources, there was a temple of Athena Polias, guardian goddess of the city.
This temple must have been located to the east of the modern Saint Achillius’
church, if. of course, a poros limestone foundation wall unearthed there,
stretching for 23 m. in east-west direction, is associated with it.

Poseidon was also worshipped in Larissa, as well as throughout Thessaly. The
god was considered responsible for a series of geological phenomena, such as
configuration of land surface with mountains, valleys, islands, straits, isthmuses
and other features of the ground. Very illunimating and characteristic are the
Homeric epithets which accompany his name and associate him rather with
the earth than the sea: gaeiochos (he who holds up the earth on his shoulder),
enosichthon, enosigaeos (he who shakes the earth). According to a tradition
mentioned by Herodotus as kept alive, the god cut the way through the vale of
Tempe, between Mt Olympus and Mt Ossa, to let Peneius river stream out to the
sea and the Thessalian plain emerge from the floods. Later on, Baton of Sinope,
in his work on Thessaly (previously known by the name of Aemonia), refers to
the major local festival of the Peloria, regarding it as pelasgic, in the sense
that it preceded the invasion of the Thessalians, and, according to tradition,

it had been instituted by king Pelasgos on the day he was informed that
an earthquake had split the mountains at Tempe. As Athenaeus alleges,
during the festival, Thessalians entertained the local commumity as well as
guests, while on the same day servants were waited upon by their masters.
In historic times, quite widespread in the Thessalian hinterland was the cult of
chthonic Poseidon, who had the epithet Petraios (of the rocks), either because,
according to the relevant explanatory myth, he had struck the rock with his trident
and the first horse of the world, Skyphios, sprang from it, or because he had
opened up the Tempe valley releasing through into the sea the water that flooded
Thessaly, thus, offering fertile land to the inhabitants. At Tempe, hippic games,
named Petraia, were performed in his honour.

Poseidon, however, manifests the power of the water element too. He was
regarded as responsible for terrestrial water systems, their circulation on the
earth’s surface and in the ground, rivers, fresh-water springs, lakes, floods and
other phenomena. Given all this, Poseidon was worshipped as Krenaios, Epilimnios
and Nymphagetis, that is, as connected with springs, fountains and the Nymphs

gik.-fig. 33

AEAKIVO KETOMTRO

ue mapdoToen Tng Ao pe Tov Kikvo.
2% oL X,

Bronze mirror showing Leda with Swan,
2™ cent. B.C.
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AvaBnpoarikn otiin otov NogeSuvo.
4% qL X

Votive stele dedicated 1o Poseidon,
4% cent. B.C.

TIG KERVES Ko TIg Nuppee, iou alyvadov ¢ autéc, H @eooohic UTNPEE TO TIPLITO
KEWTPO Actpeio Tou Beod otov eAodIKG YW po Ko SITrpros EVTove TNV Topa-
doan g Aatpsiog Tov, Omwe Slapoppwibnke 5N and Tn puknvaixn emoxn.
To kethokaip Tou 1955, pe Somdveg Tou Afpou Acpioaiwy o pyaoAoyos Mk,
Bep&ehiic TPOyPOTOTOINTE MIKPI CVCIOKOIPIKT) £PEUNG OTO HECOV TIEPITIOU TOU
UAKOUS TNE ool ARUNTROC Ko 0T SUTIKN TTAsupd TN KOTd Ty ovaioxorpn
CITOKOADPONKE pvnpEio, Tou Bpédnke 0pBo otnv apyikn Tou BEan. MpoxeiToL yio
CVOBNUOTIKA TTHAN OO ASUKO pappapo Voug 2,63 . ko mAdtoug 0,44-0,50 L
H otijAn emoté@sToal omd aéTwpa Kol fivol oTEpEwUévn péoa of opBoylovicl
noippdpwvn maivBo, n omoic edpaddtav oe AiBvo undfabpo (ek.6.11, 34, 35).
ET0 TévW LEROC TNE OTAANG OTNY KOPLX OUN KO OTIG TIAGYIES TIAEUPECS, UTIAPXEL
OVl Evog opBoywVIOG TOPMOC YIX TNV vBEon £VOg Pappdpvou n poisfdwou
YOUpou, oTov omoiov Ba ftov Suvatd va otepewlolv Toavisg 1 oTEpdvis amd
AouvAoudia, tpooopd atov Bed. ITo LEToV TEPITION TOL VPOUC TS oTARANG
slvan Yapoypevn n tplotiyn enypopn: MOTEIACQNI KEPANAIOQL NVAAIQL

H emypoupn) £lvol YpOppévn oTnV CLOMKN SIGAEKTO, OTNV Omoicv n Kprivn
AgyeTon Kpav(v)a, ' OTou TpoépxeTal To emibeto KPANAIOEL. H avelpson
TOU PVNMEIOU «KUTE Xwpovs TpoUnoBETel v untapdn, KUTa Tnv apxodTnTe,
KPIvneG oTo onpeio cutd tng moAneg n omoid KETAoTPPIKE KOTd TIC PETOE-
VEOTEPEG emoyEc. To Seltepo emiBeto NMVAAIOL kaBopilsl T Béon tou pvnueiou
KOVTE OF Wi oMo TIg TIVAES Tow apyaiow Teiyoug Mia amd Tig odikéc aptnpieg
TNG APXOIOTNTHG TIOU 08NYOUoE TROG TC TEUTN - KEVTPO TNG EMCNUOTERNG
Aatpeioe Tov Beol otn Oeooodie, TIPETEL va £ixe TNV ageTnpia Tng Alya pétpa
FopeoavaTtoMKE TOU pvhuEion, OTIWE CUPMEPCIVOULE amd TNV TOpEa Tou
METOYEVECTEQOL pLpcikol dpopou (EK. 6.7), dedopevou OTL o1 odikol dfoveg
SloTnpovooy TV S Topseia OMWE CmMoSEVIETHL MO TIC OVOCKOPES TTNV
ToAN. AimAc amo tn oA Ppednke o OpB meTpa, N omola TMBovOTaTa
urtodnAwvel tn Aatpeia Tov Nooedwvoc Metpaiov, oTo 1EHO TOL OMoloV, OTA
TEQTIN, OONYOUGTE N YEITOVIKE TIOAN,.

Mior owdpn cveBnpomkn otiAn otov Mogebuver (0. 1,85, e\ 0,30 ko mégy. 0,17 )
BpEBnke svtowiopévn o8 pwpcikn defopevn (2%-3% L WX.), 0T0 KEVTPO NG
Naproae. H otnin @épsl smuypagn otn Beoocukn Swihexkto: NOTEAOQYNI KAEITIA
KIMIALA MEP TOL MAIAOT AYTPOM wow ypovohoysiton otov 3° oo X,



who frequented them. Thessaly was the first centre of the god's cult in the
Helladic region and kept up the strong tradition of his worship, as that had
already been established in the Mycenaean period.

In the summer of 1955, financed by the Municipality of the Larissa, the archaeologist
Nik. Verdelis carried out a small excavation research about halfway along Demetras
street, on its west side. The excavation unearthed a monument found erected in
its ariginal place. This is a votive stele with a triangular pediment at the top, 2,63 m.
in height and 0,44-0,50 m. in width. Made from white marble, it stands on a
marble rectangular plinth, which is set into a stone base (figs 6.11, 34, 35). On the
upper part of the stele, the front and the lateral faces bear each a rectangular
socket for the insertion of a marble or lead dowel, on which bands or flower wreaths
could have been fastened as offerings to the god. About halfway up the stele
a three-lined inscription was engraved: MOTEIAQNI KPANAIQI MVAAIQI
(dedicated to Poseidon of the water spring and gate).

The inscription is written in the Aeolian dialect, in which the word kran(n)
a signifies a fresh-water spring and the epithet KPANAIOZ (KRANAIOS) is a
derivative of it. The fact that the monument was found «in situ» indicates the
occurrence, in antiquity, of a fresh-water spring in this part of the city, which
was destroyed in later periods. The second epithet MVAAIQI (PYLAIOI) implies
that the monument was situated in the vicinity of one of the ancient wall gates.
Also, one of the ancient arterial roads running out towards Tempe - centre of
the most official cult of the god in Thessaly-, must have had its starting point a
few metres to the northeast of the monument, coinciding with the route of the
succeeding Roman road (fig. 6.7), as inferred from the evidence adduced in
the excavations of the city that roadways followed a common constant course.
A standing stone found close by near the stele probably attests to the worship
of Poseidon Petraios, since the gate giving access to his sanctuary at Tempe
must have been situated in the vicinity of the monument.

Yet another votive stele dedicated to Poseidon (height 1,85 m,, width 0,30 m.
and depth 0,17 m.) was found reused in the masonry of a Roman cistern
(2"-3 cent. A.D.), in the centre of Larissa. The stele bears an inscription in the
Thessalian dialect that reads: MOTEAOYNI KAEITIA KINIAIA MEP TOI MAIAOZ
MYTPON (Dedication to Poseidon by Kleitia Kiniaia for her child) and dates to
the 3" cent. B.C.

£lK.-fig. 35

AvTiypapo g avaBnpaTikng oTiing

orov Noosduve, otn BEon Tne avaaKopnc
Copy of the votive stele dedicated

to Poseidon, placed where the ornginal

was excavated
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euk.-figs 36-37

Tupors and wngbwrd ansdo.
Puypoiikn oy

Parts of mosaic floor.

Roman period

Ashpivie, mow Bewpovvtal copfoia Tow Beov ko BoAdood KT, KOCROUTOV
10 Unbwtd Samedo svde KTIPIow TS pNSIKS EMOXIS, TIOU QVUORAPNKE
vOTIC Tow A’ apxaiov Bedtpovu (sik. 6.12, 36, 37).

H Aatpeic Tou AmdAAwva fTov blaitepa SnpoglAng otn Osooohic, kabwg ©
Bedc oyetileTal pe Toug onpavTIKOTEROUE PUBOUS KAl TEAETES TNV TEPLOXT
(MoBe, AmtdAhwv Ko Adipvn, ATOAALWY Kol Kopuivic). AXTpeEUTNKE EUPELIC
HE TO TIPOCWVULLO MUBog AdYw Tuww ACTPEUTIKWY TEASTWY OTC TEMTN Ko
NG MOMTAE omd Ta TEUmn mpog toug AsAgous, Tou Teholvtov kébs TéooEpa
xpdvia. Ztn Adpoa paptupsiton eniong n Aatpeio Tou AmdAAwvVE PE T
npoowvip Kepbwog, Tepmeltng (08 aneAsuBepwTIKA EMIYDQQN GPERWHEVD
o' autdv) kol NMotpwog, SnAadn TATpoYoVIKOE BE0C.

H hortpeion g Arfjuntpog otn Oeoooic IOV ITev KorsEoxriv YEwWpyLKY TEpLoyn,
glxe MpwtapxiK Béon. Itn Adpioa n Bed Aatpeudtoav oto Qeopopdplo padi
WE TNV Kopn kot Tov Asomotn (NACUTWVE), CUMPLIVE JE ETypapn Tiou Bpetnks
kotd v kereddgion tov téapol tov Xaoav Mmen, to 1908, To tdapl
Bprokdtov otn Béan omou anokehdpinke to B'apycio Béatpo Kol yux to
AGVO QUTO TILOTEVETOL OTL Ko TO Qsopowdplo BplokdTtay oTnv Bl Teploxn.
Ze Ghheg Suo smypowpec (IG IX, 2, 573, 623) popTupsiton n AQTREX TNG PE TNV
MPOCWVURIG Puldke, eV o¢ pic TETapTn erypogn, mow Bpébnke koatd v
EKOKCUPT Ty Bepehity Tou anuepvol Vel Tow Ay. AxIAkion, avaypdpovtol
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Dolphins, symbols of Poseidon and large sea mammals, decorated the mosaic
floor of a building of the Roman period, excavated to the south of ancient
theatre A" (figs 6.12, 36, 37).

The cult of Apollo was particularly popular in Thessaly, the god being
associated with major myths and ceremonies in the region (Pythia, Apollo and
Daphne, Apollo and Koronis). He was widely worshipped as Apollo Pythios
(of Delphi), because of the performed every four years rituals at Tempe and
the following procession from Tempe to Delphi. At Larissa, as attested in the
epigraphic record, Apollo was also worshipped under the epithets Kerdoos,
Tempeitis (mentioned in a manumission inscription dedicated to him) and
Patroos, signifying a patrilineal ancestry god.

The cult of Demeter held a primary position in the par excellence agricultural
region of Thessaly. At Larissa, the goddess was worshipped in the Thesmopherion
together with Kore and the Lord (Plouton), according to an inscription found duning
the demolition of the Hassan Bei Mosque, in 1908. The mosque was situated in
the place where ancient theatre B was revealed, and, on the basis of this evidence,
it has been alleged that the Thesmophorion was located somewhere in the same
area. Another two inscriptions (IG IX, 2, 573, 623) attest her worship under the
epithet of Phylax (guard), while a fourth one, unearthed during the digging
of the foundations of the modern Saint Achillius’ church, contains the names of
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TO OVOPOTE LEPEWWV TNEG ANPNTPOC, Ol OTIolEE lyov TETPAETH OnTeio Ko
TIPONYOUVTOV TrE TIOMTAE TIOW TEACUVTON KABE TECCGEPO X POVIC TIPOC TIUAV
Tou Atovioou Kapriou.
H ApTepn AQTPEVTNKE UE TO TROCWVOO AsApivie, OTWE papTupeitan amd
ETMypaipr] ToU 1% cu. LK., TNV omoiow aviBEos OTO 1EPO TNG P EPEWX TNG,
N Awywhic (IG IX, 2, 1035).
H Acrpeia tng Eviviodiag - tneg Pepaicg Bedg Tng omoiog n Aatpeia eEomiwBnke
KOl 08 GAAEG TIOAELS TG Oeooodiog - oTn AQpLOC LOPTUPELTOL ETIYPOIPLIKY
and 1o B’ pod tou 5 au. X, pE Ta poowwipa Itopyikn kot Natpua
(k. 38, 39). H Bed Ahorrpeditnke emiong e TG MPOTWWOL ACTIKY (Db
OV AQTpeVETaL OTnV TIOAN, T8oavdv pe Tnv umootaon ¢ Moiwddog n
GE QVTIOWOTOAN ME TNV UTapEn 1EPOV TNG EKTOC TNE MOAEWS), ZToBpia
(g MpooTATOO OO CTUXNUOTO Ko aoBEVEES Kol QUACKO TWY S1006WY),
AAEZEOTIC (VIO VO CTIOTPETIEL TO KOKO KO VO T(ROOTOTEVED Ko Mukoikn
(lowe onpaivel T Bed Touw tpokedel PUKNOUS, we Bed Tou Katw Kdopow,
n omnoig, padi ps Tov Nooaduve, NTov uEVBuvn YIX TIG KXTAOTPOQPES OTIO
CELGHOUE, IOV guvodsvovTav amd unoxBovio Bopufo).
O Eppnc ACTpeUTnKE Pe TNV Tpocwvupic XBoviog, we Bzdc tou Katw
Kéopou kal Yuxonopnde, omwe eival pavepd and Tig moAvdpiBusg
eTOPBIES GTAAEC TNG EAANVIOTIKAC EMOXNAG OTO KOTW TUAMO TWY OToIWY
UTAPXEL YRUTITH, XOPOKT 1) avayAugn n spRaikn oTRAn Kow n emypapn
EPMAQY XQONIOY (s1k. 40).
Bva mhAwo avdyhugpo pupaikis emoynis pe mapdotaon Agpoditng tng
Bedq TIoU OXETICETO E TNV OROPPLA KO TNV KOA waTK vyeio, Ppébnke
OFf WO AouTpoy (21K, 6.9). It CETWa cvaBnuomkng oTnAnG mou Bpébnke
tomoBsTnpevn o8 Seutepn XpNor, Of TAGKOCTPWTO OTA VOTIC TNE OKNVAC
TOU A’ apyoiou BedTpou, ovopEipeTal OTL applepwlnks and T Adlda
Avdpovikou otnv Agpoditn Evayivio ko otnv Ewwodic Pwogdpo (B oo
TOW 2%- tpyég Tow 3% aL pX.). H mpocwvupia Evaywwviog oxetideton e Toug
Beolc - MPOCTATES TWV QYWVWY, KX MOpTUPEL Mo aroun UMOGTaon TNe
Appoditng, iowg oyl Too0 Siadedopévn.

inean | Larissa rens

six.-figs 38-39
AvoBnpomikd covdyhoga oty EvivioSia.
4% oL X,

Votive reliefs dedicated to En(n)odia.
4" cent. B.C.



priestesses of Demeter, who served a four-year term and ranked in precedence
in the procession held every four years in honour of Dionysos Karpios
(connected with fruit).

Artemis was worshipped under the epithet of Delphinia (related to dolphins),
as attested in an inscription of the 1* cent. B.C., dedicated to her sanctuary
by one of her priestesses, Aeschylis (IG IX, 2, 1035).

The cult of En(n)odia, that goddess of the city of Pherai whose worship
spread into other cities of Thessaly, is attested epigraphically in Larissa from
the 2™ half of the 5™ cent. B.C., under the epithets Storgiki (Affectionate)
and Patroa (figs 38, 39). The goddess was also adressed as Astiki (divinity
worshipped in the city, probably in her capacity as Polias or in conjunction
with a sanctuary dedicated to her outside the city), Stathmia (protector from
accidents and diseases and guardian of the city entrances), Alexeatis (expelling
evil and protecting from it) and Mykaiki (apparently signifies a deity who
provokes mykithmos (bellowing or groaning) in her aspect as goddess of the
Underworld, who, together with Poseidon, was responsible for disasters caused
by earthguakes accompanied by roaring sounds coming out of the earth).

Hermes was worshipped under the epithet Chthonios, as a god of the Underworld
and Psychopompos (escorting souls to the afterlife), an aspect of the god clearly
attested through numerous funerary stelai of the Hellenistic period, the lower part
of which displays a painted, engraved or carved in relief hermaic stele and the
inscription EPMAQY XGONIOY (to Hermes Chthonios) (fig. 40).

A terracotta relief of the Roman period with a representation ﬂf B gy
Aphrodite, the goddess associated with beauty and s+
good physical health, was found in the space of a &
bath (fig. 6.9). Recorded on the pediment of a votive
stele, found reused as part of a paved area south K&
of the scene of ancient theatre A, is that the stele § D
was dedicated by Lais of Andronikos to Aphrodite §*

Enagonios and Ennodia Phosphoros (second half s m!;;:f'.:u
k .
of the 2°°- beginning of the 3% cent. AD). The E}J,,qu[;-!tmﬁ ml;;]

epithet Enagonios is connected with the gods-
protectors of the games, and attests yet another,
perhaps not so widespread, aspect of Aphrodite.

Funerary stele.
Hellenistic period

£w.-fig. 39
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Tot pvnuelor tne

QPXALOIC TIOANC
A apyato Beatpo

Tnv amovoior TWY PVNEEIWY Kot TWY HEYAAWY LEPWY TNE apyaiag Aaploag
Tou Sev £Tuxe val owBobv Adyw TG ouVEXOUG KOTOIKNONG KAl ovoIKOBOLNanG
n &ev eixav v TOXN va anokeAwpBolv axoprn, cvtiataBuilet n vrapén Twy
&0 opyaiwv BedTpv, T omoin, oe ouvSuaoud HE pvnpeia tng BulovTivig
emoyng Kot NG ToupkokpaTiag SlUOPPWVOUY TIAEOV TO LOTOPIKO KEVTPO
NS ONUEPIVAG TIOANC.

A’ apyaio Bfatpo

H mpwtn avaoka@ikn épsuve pe Tnv omolav evtomiotnke 1o A apxaio
Béatpo mpaypatonowBnke To 1910, étav o ToTE EQopog ApXcuoTrTwy
Amn. ApPoviTOmouAOg amokGAUPE TUNKHA TNEG CKNVIG TOU. ITIG apyEg TOu
20% ., Tévw omd To pvnpeio (ow dev rTav Tiua opatd), StavoiyTrke 050G Kol
olkoSopunBnkow Sidpopat KTIOMHOTX (OIKIEG, EPYHOTNPIL, KOTOOTIHOTE), HEPIKA
omnd 1o onoia, pe Ti¢ Pabiéc Bepshuwosg Toug emé@epav avETavOPBWTES
{nuiéc oto pvnpeio. And to 1977 dpxioe and v IE" Egopsia Mpolotopikwy
kot Khaoikwy ApoloTATWY N SUTTNHOTIKG TIPooTabEald yia TNV TANPN
OMOKGAUWIN Kol avadeaEn TOV PVNUEIOU PE CVOIOKOPES KO CITOANOTPUWTELS
KTipiwv, n omola guveyideTon.

To A’ apyedo Béatpo g Adpioag (g1k. 6.1, 41) okodopnOnxe kotd 1o o pad
TOU 3% o TL.X., 0T ¥povia Tou Paothid tng Makedoviag Avtiyovou Movard,
koBwe petd Tov Bdvato Tou Mey. AkeEdvdpou, KaTd Tnv EAANVLOTIKG ETTOXN,
n @eooodia amotehovos Tunpa Tou Padiieiov Tng Makedoviag. H Béan
KOTOIOKEUNG TOU, OTIG VOTIEC UTIWPELES TOW AG(MOU TNG GKPOTIOANG, UNayopeuBinke
omo T Béon TN TOANG, Ko yioe Tov Adyo cutd dev auvadel pe Tnv obnyia tou
pwiaiou apyitéktova Birpoldfuov, v v emhoyn g Béong Twv Bedmpuv:
«TIPETEL Vot AcuPaveTon Tipovola WoTe To BEatpo va pnv elvon ektebeipévo oto
voTo, S10TL 0 aépag Tow sykhwBileTon oTo Kotho, 6tov o Aog yepileL To npuwKho
Twv Beatuy, TEPUPEPETOL £KEL Kau Beppaivetar (MNepl Apyitektovikng V I 2).
H koTooKkeun TOU OUVEEETON PE TNV TEAEON BERTPIKWY KOl POUOIKWY TIOp-
OTAOEWY, GAAG KoL pPE TIOMTIKEC SpaoTnploTnTES Tow oxeTilovTal pEe TN
Soiknon tou Kowol Twv Gegaohiov. H modaudtepn ovepopd ato A’ apyaio
BeaTpo MpogpyeTon amd pia emypopn Tow o oo Tou 2% ol TLX.: TIROKELTOL
yiot pior SIKOOTIKN QroYaon oV avaPEPETAL OTNY KaTamdTnaon, and évay
BT, pépoug Tou mepfdihovtog xwpou Tou Bedtpou.

To pvnueio éxeL tnv tumkn SiwipBpwon Tou eEMnvioTiko Bedrpou pe Ta Tpia
Boowd otolyeio: Kolho - opxNOoTPA- GKNV.



The lack of monuments and major sanctuaries of ancient Larissa, which were
destined to disappear under the constant trend of habitation and reconstruction,
or had not the chance to have been unearthed, as yet, is counterbalanced
by the occurrence of two ancient theatres, which, in conjunction with the
monurments of the Byzantine era and Ottoman occupation period structure
now the historic centre of the modern city.

Ancient theatre A’

The first excavation research, in the course of which ancient theatre A was located,
was conducted in 1910 by the ex-Ephor of Antiquities, Ap. Arvanitopoulos,
bringing to light part of the theatre scene. In the early 20" cent., above the
monument (which by then was not visible) a new road was constructed and
various edifices (houses, workshops, shops) were built, the deep foundations
of certain among them having caused irreparable harm to the monument.
Since 1977 the 15" Ephorate of Prehistoric and Classical Antiguities has
begun an ongoing systematic project for the full exposure and constructive
conservation of the monument involving excavations and acquisition of
private land through eminent domain by the Greek state.

Ancient theatre A" of Larissa (figs 6.1, 41) was erected in the first half of
the 3 cent. B.C., at the time of the king of Macedonia, Antigonus Gonatas,
when Thessaly having already became part of the kingdom of Macedonia,
after the death of Alexander the Great. The placing of its construction on the
south slopes of the acropolis hill was determined by the city planning, and,
for this reason, does not conform to the instructions the Roman architect
Vitruvius recommended about the choice of suitable for the installation of
theatres localities: «taking especial precaution that it be not exposed to the
south, for when the sun fills the cavity of the theatre, the air confined in that
compass being incapable of circulating, by its stoppage therein, is heated»
(De Architectura, V, 111, 2).

Its construction is connected with the performance of theatrical and musical
events, but also with political activities relating to the administration of the
Thessalian League. The earliest reference to ancient theatre A’ comes from an
inscription of the 1* half of the 2™ cent. B.C. that contains a judicial decision
about the encroachment by a private owner of part of the theatre environs.

The monument has a typical for Hellenistic theatres structure, divided into
three basic parts: koilon (auditorium or cavea) - orchestra - scene.

of the ancient city
Ancient theatre A'
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Anown Tov A'apyalov Bedrpou
View of ancient theatre A’
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~Ancient theatre A

ewx.-fig. 42

H khipara g Sunkng napddou
tou A'apyaiou Bedrpow

Staircase of the west entrance (parodos)
of ancient theatre &

To kupiwe Béatpo ywpiletal pe Séka kKApoKeS avodou oe évteka Keprideg,
LE £IKOOL TIEVTE CEIPEC HapUapwy eSwAlWY N KaBEd, EK TWY oToiwy N
TIPWTN CVIKE OTN GElpd TWY TIPOEGpLwY. ITN oNUEQV TOU LOpipr), OTIWG
METOOKEVAOTNKE 0T PWHOAKGE XPOVIO YL T HETOTPOTN TOU 08 CIPEV,
Slaowlgl sikoal pio oeipéc eSWAIWY. ZTO HETOV TIEPITIOU TG TIEVW ETIUPAVELAG
TOUC PEpouv pnxo Babuopa, To omoio Y pnoipevs Yo va opilel Tov Xwpo omou
norodoav To oS Twv Beatwv Twv unEpKeipevwy oslpwv. Mévw os GAa
o SWALI0L UTTGPYOLV ETIYPOPES JE OVOLOTY, TBOVOV TWY CVTITROTWTIWY
MOAswY Tou Kowou twy @soaohwv.

To Sudlwpie, £vag S1GSpopog TAGTOUE 2 |1, TIAOKOTTPWHEVOG HE ASUKO PapHOpO,
gfunnpetouoe Tnv avetn kivnon twv Beatwy, ywpilovtog 1o kolho ot duo
TUALOTE, TO Kuplwg Béatpo Kot To embéoTpo.

Mcetn Swopopyworn Tou eTBsdmpou Ko yio va kehwpBel n omdTopn uope TPk
Slapopd Tou avdNpov, KOTOOKEUAOTIKE £VOC LoXUPOC OVOANUUOTIKOS TOXOG
Ooug 1,30 p. pe MBOTMAVEoUE ASUKOD HOpUGpOU OTNV KO YN TOU Kol
TWPOAMBOUC OTO ECWTEPIKO TOU. TO PEYOAITEPD PEPOC TOU EMBEATPOU £)XEL
duaTuywg KataoTpopel. H mpoomedoon amo 1o Siadwpa 08 cUTo YIVOToW HE
£lkooL KMPOKES, TTou obnyouoay ot £ikool 600 KEpKIGES N KaBed and TG
omoleg 1£0s1e dekameévie OEPEC EGWALWVY.

Tnv opyfotpa Tow Bedrpou, Siapetpou 25,50 ., TIEPITPEEL EVOLE CyLOs, apLoT
Slorenpnpévog, Yo Ty omopdkpuvan Twv opPpiwv vddamwy. Exatmhdrog 1,90 1,
£(VOl KOTUOKEVQOEVOC KO KAAUPIEVOS OO LOPPAPIVEC TIAGKES KO EXEL
050G Ko omo 1o S0 dKpa TG OpXNOTPE, ; :
Tor avorppore Twv Tapddwy oplobetoloav
TIC £10060uE Tou Bedpou Kou cvtioTiplow
TOV TEPGTTLO GYKO TWV ETIHWEELWN TOV KOlAoL,
Elvon katookeuaopéva amd AilBdmAwvBoug
AeukoU poppapov. To ovaANUpe TNG SUTIKAG
Tapddov amokehipOnke o prkog 40,86,
UPog 4,5 kat Thdrog 3,55 . Itnv own tov
dakpivovron txvn twv PabBpidwv pag
pvnpewdoug khipakag, n onola obdnyolos
oto dilwpa (gi1k. 42).




The main theatre or koilon (auditorium) is divided by ten radiating ascending
stairways into eleven sectors (kerkides), each one comprising twenty-five tiers of
marble seats (edolia), the lowest row of seats in the koilon serving as the benches
of honour (proedria). Its current form is that it acquired when remodeled in
Roman times for its modification into an arena, preserving twenty-one tiers
of seats. Approximately in the middle of the top surface of the latter there is a
shallow depression defining the space where spectators of the overlying tiers
set their feet. All tiers of seats are inscribed with names, probably belonging
to the represenetatives of the cities of the Thessalian League.

The ambulatory (diazoma), a 2 m. wide, marble paved corridor, facilitated
the movement of the audience, dividing the koilon (auditorium) in two parts,
the main theatre and the epitheatre.

In order to erect the epitheatre and counterbalance the steep gradient of
the ramp, a strong retaining wall was constructed, 1,30 m. in height, faced
with white marble ashlar masonry, its interior composed of poros limestone
blocks. The best part of the epitheatre has unfortunately been destroyed. It
was approached from the ambulatory through twenty stairways leading to
twenty two sectors, each one having fifteen tiers of seats.

The orchestra of the theatre, with a diameter of 25,50 m., is surrounded by a
perfectly preserved gutter for carrying off rainwater. Being 1,90 m. wide, the
gutter was built of marble slabs and covered with similar ones, exiting at the
two ends of the orchestra.

The retaining walls of the parodoi delinated
the theatre entrances and held back the
huge embankment deposits of the keilon.
They are built of white marble blocks. The
retaining wall of the west parodos was
traced for 40,86 m., being 4,5 m. high and
3,55 m wide. On its main face preserves
traces of the steps of a monumental stairway
ascending to the ambulatory (fig. 42).
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Ernipfiog mecods Tou povopdyouw @oifiov,
B' oo 2% aL p X,

Funerary pillar of gladiator Phoibos.
Second half of 2™ cent. A.D

Wpss Lo

0 oveAnuuamikeg Toixog g cvatohkng Tapddou amokeigpdnKe o UKog
24,75 ., mAdmog 3,55 . ke Oog 3,16 . To umOAOLTIO TOU PrKOUG TOL Sev €XElL
OKOpN armoke@Bsl, KaBwg KOAITITETOL aTO TA CUYY POV OLKOSOUAOTE,

H oxnvn gival 1o kKeAdTepa Slatnensvo TURpa Tow pvnueiov. Eivon kora-
OKEVCOPEVN omd TwporBo, amoTeAsiton amd 1wdyelo Ko Evay Opowo, £xEL
unkog 37,50 p., evw owletal o VYo 3 W Ta Svo peoaic Swudte, Tow
EMIKOWWVOUY PeTofU Toug amd Kowd S1iddpopo OMou SIOEPXETOL KOVE(Q
QIO TNV KEVTPIKNA £igodo TN oknvig Ba ypnoipevoy mbovotara we ¥wpol
gvbuane Twy nBomowwy. O Hlo midyieg Bupsg obnyolv ot Siobpopouc, Tou
ywpidouv To peocio Swpdtia and o Sk SUo, To omoia Ppiokovtal oTo
CVOTOAKO Ko SUTIKG aKpo Tng ornvig, £youv igodo and tn voTia Theupd
KOl AELTOURYOUTAY TUBCVOTATH WE OKEVOBIKEC.

ITO PETWIIO TIG OKNVAG SITnpeitol o GpLoTn KOTaoTaor 1o TIPOoKAVLO,
CUVOMKOU prkous 20 ko mAgToug 2 W Amotehsital omd &8 mapaotédac Ko
£fL povohBikolc dwpkolg nukioveg os mapdraln, o onolot eSpafovron
eV G£ suBuvTnpic amo pappapivous MBdnAwvBoug toug 0,30 w. Mévw
oToUg Npkioveg Kol oToug megools otnpdtav o Bpykdc. To mpookhivio
£XEL TPELG £10050UC, IOV QVTIoTOLKOUY aTLg Blpsc Tne oknviic,

To Bfatpo avokawioTnke ot Xpovia Tou auTokpdtopa OKTafiavol
AvyouoTtou (28 mX.-14 pX.) kal Tou Swddyou tou Tifepiou (14-31 p.X).
Emiypaipeg ipog Tipnv Twy dlo cutokpatopwv PpeBnkav mavw oTo yeigo
TOU TPOOKNVIOL.

NOTIO TG oKNVAG GMOKCADPBNKE OTPWON THWEVWY OTIOVAUAWY Swpikww
Kioviov. O ¥pOvog Kol 1 okompudtnTe Tne ToneBEtnong Toug o outh 1 Béon
bEv )21 EpunveuBal aropn amod Toug PEALTNTEG TOU pvnueiou,

Ol aywve emetyyeApOTIiY povopdomwy, Tou aywviovtal gite petadl Toug
gite pe Bnpic otnv opava Aoy omd 1o Snpopiéotepa BEGUOTE KOTA T
pwpeikn ertoyr. H Oecooic, cOppLvE ue Tov ATouAilo, enuldTav yia Toug
Hovopdyous g eviw n Adploo frav (Sitepa YWWoTh Yo ToUG CywvEes
povopdwy. H minpogopia ot emBefouiveton omd Tpag emtopfieg
OTAMEG PE CVONOYES TICPAOTATEL, omd T AAPLOg, TIOU XPOVOACYOUNTL TTov
2% ko 3° oo, WX (£1k. 43). N T xprion Tow A’ apyaiou Bedapow g Adpoog
WG CpEVa TIpaypaTomoiBnkoy PETUTPOTES, ME TNV apaipeon Twy TpWV
TPWTWY CEPWV edwhiwy yipw omd TNV opXAoTPE K&l TNV KOTAOKEUN
WnAow Tolxou yia Tnv aomahawa Twy Beatuw,
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The retaining wall of the east parodos, on the other hand, has been unearthed
along 24,75 m. and is 3,55 m, in width and 3,16 m. in height. It has not been
revealed, as yet, along the rest of its length, because it lies under modern buildings.
The scene is the best preserved part of the monument. Built of poros limestone,
it consists of ground and upper floor, is 37,50 m. long and preserved at a height
of 3 m. The two middle rooms, which communicate through a commeon ¢orridor
approached from the central door of the scene, would have most probably served
as dressing rooms for the actors. The two side doors lead to corridors, which
separate the middle rooms from the two lateral ones, lying at the east and west
extremities of the scene, approached from the south side and, in all probabilty,
functioning as skeuothekai (apparatus storerooms).

At the front of the scene, the proscenium is preserved in perfect condition, having
a total length of 20 m. and width of 2 m. The proscenium colonnade consists of six
antae and six monolithic semi-columns, standing on an euthenteria (top course of
the foundation) built of marble blocks, 0,30 m. in height. The semi-columns and
pillars supported the overlying entablature. The proscenium had three entrances,
corresponding to the three doors of the scene.

The theatre was remodeled at the time of emperor Octavian Augustus (28 B.C.-14 AD,)
and his successor Tiberius (14-31 A.D). Inscriptions in honour of both these
emperors were found across the cornice of the proscenium,

To the south of the scene came to light a layer of poros limestone drums from doric
columns. The time and puprose of their deposition at that place has not yet been
defined by the study team of the monument.

Combats of professional gladiators, either fighting between them or against beasts,
were very popular spectacles in the Roman period. Thessaly, according to Appuleius,
was reknown for its gladiators, while Larissa was especially known for gladiator
fights. This information is ascertained by three funerary stelae with relevant
representations from Larissa, dated to the 2™ and 3@ cent. AD. (fig. 43). In order
for the ancient theatre A’ of Larissa to be remodeled as arena, modifications were
made by cutting away the lowest three tiers of seats around the orchestra and
constructing a high wall for the safety of the spectators.
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AmehsuBeptiis emypogéc
Manumission inscriptions

B apyaio Béatpo
To B’ apyoio Béompo Pploketal otn oupBodn Twv oduv Epyertinc MNpwTtopoyide
ko Tarypartéipyou Bedooopiou, Sutkd tou A' apyaiov Bedrpou (8. 6.2, 44).

H gxnvn Tou given tpwpepnc, pe AiBvn kpnmida mov ailsten o VPoc 0,60 .,
EVLW TO QVWTEPO TR TNE Ba oy TAivBIvo ken n atéyn E0Awn. Niow and
™ oknvn urpxe nepifoiog, mow amokaMigBnks ot prikog 50,50 . H Sutiki
Tapodog omoxehipBnke oe KOS 9 L, SV ) CVETOAK £XEL £V PHEDEL CVOIOKOUDEL,
KOBWE To peyeiTepo pépog tng Ppioketal ktw amd olyypovo Spduo. Fto
SuTkd TpNpa TG opxioTpag unapxel dva Babudwtd pappdpvo BéBpo,
Tiou Tllavow avnkel ot Bupéin.

To kolho Xwpifetou pe dekatéooepls KAPOKES 08 Sekatpeic Kepkideg pe &vo
OEIPEC POppapvwy Swhiwv n kaBepid. Ot Aol Twy edwAiwv TTpoépyovTa
QIO KATIOLO apXeudTEp0, KOTEOTPAUUEVO OIKOSOUNKD, KaBWE o8 GAn T
£dwha unGpyouy omEAsUBEPWTIKEG eMYpoupEC (sik. 45-46), Qaivetan Twe
OL ETUYPUPES P TNKEY GTouE AMBOUC dTov GUTOL eV akOG TomoBeTNpévOL
OTO MPOYEVESTEPD KTIiPIO, EMELSN KaTd Trv TOMOBETN o Toue oTo BfaTpo Sev
EYWE OEOIOTH N TOIPOVGLL TOG, EVIR MEPIKEC QMO GUTEC amokOTIKaV 1 oL Sopol
TonoBetnBnkav avdmode, toTte vor pny given opatéc, Ze dddoug ABoug, Adyw e
AGEEUOTE Lo TV ETIOVOYPROIROTIOINGT| Toug, £Xouv omofeatel o1 emypoupée
i owdovtan eAdpyioTa ixvn Tous. To B apyaio Béatpo dpyios va koetaokeudlsTal
Tov 1° oL X, QhokAnpwinke wotdoo Povov 1 KUTOOKEUN TS OKNVASC Kol
NG OPXAOTROG, EVIY TO KOIAD Kot OL TIPSOl EpEvon NITEAR.
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Ancient theatre B’

Ancient theatre B’ lies at the junction of Ergatikis Protomagias st. with
Tagmatarchou Velissariou st., west of ancient theatre A (figs 6.2, 44).

The theatre has a tripartite scene raised on a stone platform (crepidomal),
preserved at a height of 0,60 m., while its upper part was built of mudbricks
and had a wooden roof. Behind the scene there was an enclosure wall was
unearthed along 50,50 m. The west parodos was revealed along a length of
9 m., while the east one was partly excavated, since its biggest section lies
under the modern road. In the west sector of the orchestra there is a stepped
podium, probably belonging to the altar (thymele).

The koilon is divided by fourteen stairways into thirteen sectors, each one
comprising two tiers of marble seats. The stones of the tiers belonged to an
earlier, obviously by then destroyed, edifice, and were reused as ready-made
building material, a condition indicated by the occurrence of manumission
inscriptions on all them (figs 45-46). It seems that the inscriptions had been
engraved on the stones when these were still placed in the earlier building,
hypothesis that would explain why the presence of the inscriptions was not
respected during their use in the theatre, as, in some cases, were cut off and,
in others, the stone blocks bearing them were reversely placed not to be
visible. On other stones, which were carved to be reused, the inscriptions were
erased or only faint traces of them have been preserved. The construction
of ancient theatre B started in the 1* cent. B.C. Completed were, however,
the scene and orchestra, while the koilon and parodoi were left unfinished.
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Tomoypoupkos yapTne Tne Mapuocg
HE ONUEMIPEVES TIG KUPIOTEPEG BE0sig
OOV £YOUV EVIOTIOTEL CpXONGTNTES.

Topographic map of Larissa indicating
the major sites where antiquities
have been located.
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